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My Christian Friends, 

Among tlic many extraordinary events which distinguish 
the times in which we live, is the rapid and extensive spread 
of gospel truth. It has pleased God of late years to pour 
down his blessing on the churches of our land, and to revive 
the spirit of religion among us in a very remarkable manner. 
Multitudes have been bionght to see and to rejoice in the 
" truth as it is in Jesus," and yet more have been led to see 
the necessity of religion and the propriety of observing its 
outward duties, even when the power of it has not been felt. 
The truth of religion and the importance of the one thing 
needful are generally acknowledged, especially among the 
higher and better informed classes of society ; and open infi- 
delity is confined, with the exception, perhaps, of a few 
smatterers iu science, to the most ignorant and depraved of 
the community. At the same time the light of Divine truth, 
radiating chiefly from this country, the favoured place of its 
abode, has shed its influence fur and wide. The spirit of 
religion in the Protestant churches of the Continent is reviv- 
ing. The light is beginning to appear even amidst the darkness 
) Popish lauds. Bible and Missionary Societies have 
curried the glad tidings of salvation into many of the most 
distant parts of the earth, where Christian churches have 
n formed, and numbers uf l\\e WaWien wtt \ 



in the knowledge of God's mercy to fallen man. Everywhere 
preparation seems to be making for the reception of Divine 
truth, indicating, we may hope, the dawn of that glorious, and 
probably not very distant, day, when the knowledge of the 
Lord shall cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. 

Jt could not be supposed that the great enemy of souls 
d quietly see his empire thus invaded and his dominion 
threatened, without making some efforts to retain his hold ; 
accordingly, unusual exertions are being made, especially in 
this eountry, to disseminate error and to stop the progress of 
the truth. Socialism, with its vile absurdities and outrageous 
impieties, has of late sprung up amongst us. Socimanism is 
labouring to propagate its soul-destroying and God-denying 
heresy. Popery is advancing apace, and the fllan of Sin dreams 
of again bringing the world beneath his withering and deadly 
away. The open enemies of the truth, with some who profess 
to be its friends but hold it in unrighteousness, have united to 
overthrow our religious institutions, and to put an end to our 
national recognition of God ; and in this unholy crusade they 
have had but too much countenance and support from persons 
in power. Infidelity has its emissaries abroad, and by means 
of unprincipled newspapers and other pernicious publications, 
is endeavouring to diffuse its venom among the ignorant and 
depraved. With such it has been but too successful, while 
among many who are too well informed to embrace it openly, 
its influence may be observed in the senseless and heathenish 
fancy which so extensively prevails, that it is of no consequence 
what a man believes so long as he is sincere and lives according 
to his creed, just as if there were no difference between truth 
and falsehood — just as if it were immaterial in what light the 
Almighty is regarded, and as if it were just the same in the 
sight of heaven whether God's message of mercy to fallen man 
be embraced as a truth, with all the gratitude it 
rejected « n Jie. 



I am sorry to find that this neighbourhood has not escaped 
this wide-spread infection, and that irreligious publications 
have been circulated here with their usual effect upon 
the ignorant and vicious, who are ever disposed to seek a 
refuge in infidelity from the restraints of conscience and its 
uneasy forebodings. On this account I wish to draw your 
attention to the certainty we have of the truth of our holy 
religion, in order that you may see the madness and folly, as 
well as the sin and danger, of yielding to an evil heart of 
unbelief, and of living, as so many of you are doing, in the 
neglect of your religious duties. 

They whose hearts are under the influence of Divine 
Grace will not require any external proof of the truth of tlieir 
faith. They have in themselves an evidence which nothing 
can surpass, that the Gospel is of God, in the transforming 
effect which it has had on their own souls and in the fulfilment 
winch they have experienced of the promise — " If any man 
" will do His will, he shall know of the doctrine whether it 
" be of God." (John vii. J7-) To such, however, it may be 
useful to have an answer to give to those who may ask them, 
for a reason of the hope that is in them, such as the enquirers 
can comprehend; while on others it may, by the Divine blessing, 
have a beneficial effect to know the certain foundation on which 
we rest our belief in the Word of God. 

Is the Bible the Word of God? Is it indeed given by 
Divine inspiration? This is an enquiry of the greatest possible 
importance, and thanks he to God we are not left in doubt as 
to the answer. We know it for a positive fact, on the most 
clear and convincing evidence, that the Bible is indeed the 
Word of God ; that in very truth " holy men of old spake as 
" they were moved by the Holy Ghost," and that "all Scrip. 
! is indeed given by inspiration of God." There are 
many arguments iu proof of the truth and authenticity of 
ifferent kinds, and each in. \t&tii\&.t 




sufficient and conclusive. Some of these arguments may be 
more satisfactory to some minds than to others, according to 
the degree of culture and the habits of thinking. But there 
is one bo plain and palpable, so evident to the 
and apprehension of men, that it seems scarcely possible for 
any mind to resist its force. I mean the proof supplied by 
the fulfilment of prophecy ; and to this I now wish briefly to 
draw your attention. 

" The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." The 
testimony borne to the truth of the revelation which God 
has given us in Jesus Christ, by the gradual accom- 
plishment of those predictions which the Holy Spirit has 
recorded in the sacred volume, is a testimony of the most 
clear and convincing description, and corrupt must that 
heart be, and blind and perverted the intellect which can 
withstand it. This evidence rests on plain and palpable facta 
from which one conclusion only can be drawn, while taken in 
its full extent, that is, the prophecies being considered as a 
whole, it seems to approximate as nearly as it is possible for 
moral evidence to do so, to the certainty and precision of a 
mathematical demonstration. Let any one consider these 
simple facts, and see if any but one conclusion can be drawn 
from them. It is a fact known to all, that numerous prophe- 
cies are scattered through the different books of which the 
Bible is composed, relating to various nations, cities, countries, 
&e. It is a fact, which no one of any tolerable information 
will deny, that the books containing those prophecies were all 
written many ages ago, some 3,300 years since, and none later 
than about IJoO.* It is a fact, equally well known, that many 

• There art- f<if,i/s tit the Scriptures in exi-teuce ninny hundreds 
of years old. Among them is a Greek manuscript of the whulu liihle 
in the [Jritish Museum, calle-I the Alcxnui Irian, made I HDD veara ago. 
At Cambrio!i;e there are t ro, both uncut the same agi', and Ijotli la 
Greek ami Iiat'm, I tie one of the Gospels and Acts, and the other, 
culled the Cleniunil, of .-I. i'aul'-; Kjii-tles. In the Vatican ' *" 
there is a Greek manuscript of the whole liible more than I 
old- These writings were mode hundreds of years bofor 
the propl' v contain were aeuo.ir.plisV.eil. 
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of those prophecies came to pass long after those boohs were 
written, and that many of them are actually now fulfilled or 
fulfilling before our eves — as those relating to the present state 
of the Jews, the present condition of Judea, Babylon, NinevtiTi, 
Tyre, Sidon, &c. Now, whence could the writers of those 
books, many of them living in different ages and different 
countries, derive their knowledge of those future unil remote 
events, but from that power who lias all events in Ids hands? 
There is no other source from which they could have derived 
it, for who knows what a day or nn hour will bring forth, hut 
He who orders all things, both in heaven and earth, according 
to His sovereign will and pleasure ? Intelligent beings may 
guess, conjecture, hope, or expect, but none can know one 
instant beforehand what is to happen but the great Lord of 
all, or those to whom he communicates the knowledge. 

Shall it he said that those prophecies are guesses ? the 
conjectures of shrewd and sagacious men ? This it is utterly 
impossible they could be, for many of the events foretold were 
so highly improbable as to be altogether bevond the reach of any 
human sagacity to conjecture. Who, for instance, could fore. 
see, before the Jews became a nation or had a country, that 
they should be, and for ever continue, a distinct and peculiar 
people? that they should be scattered among all nation.;, and 
yet never unite with any. everywhere living among them as 
strangers? that they should he covetous, and their name be 
everywhere a bye-word and proverb of reproach ? that they 
should be continually wasted with persecution, yet never 
exterminated; robbed, yet always acquiring wealth? No 
human sagacity could have foreseen a lot so varied and extra- 
ordinary, such as never has occurred to any other people. 
And who could foresee, when lialiylou vfrfts in the height of 
her glory, the desolation to which she should be reduced ? 
Who could know that every vestige of her enormous walls, 
which were the wonder of the world, should be obliterated, 
while the traces of her other WMm^s, ?,WAi. TdrooaV* *1m* 



the huge temple of her idols should be reduced to 
heap, and it alone of all the masses of ruin be scathed ivith 
fire, so as to exhibit, in after ages, the appearance of a if burst 
" mountain," just as travellers now represent it P Who could 
foresee that the desolation of Judea should he so complete that 
" the stranger from a far country" should break out into 
exclamations of astonishment on beholding it, as Volney, the 
infidel traveller, unwittingly does in some of the very expres- 
sions of the prophet ? Who could foresee that all the cities 
of the land of Moab, without exception, should be destroyed? 
Who could foresee that Tyre, so well situated for commerce, 
should become a poor fbhing riBagtti and its ruins resemble, 
when approached by the sea, the top of a rock rising out of 
the water, as they do at this day? Who could foresee that the 
site of the once highly favoured Bethel should be forgotten, 
and Kabbah, the magnificent capital of Amnion, become the 
haunt of camels? Who could foresee that the Arabians should 
be perpetually at variance with the rest of mankind, and yet 
never be subdued ? Who could foresee that the Negro race 
should be subjected to the most abject slavery p that lifrvpt 
should he a base kingdom, never ruled by a prince of its own? 
Who could foresee these, and an hundred other events equally 
unlikely to happen, which are recorded in the Bible and were 
predicted many ages ago, long before any of them came to pass? 
Most assuredly no created bi?iny could have foreseen such events 
as these by his own wisdomandsiipuilv. It necessarily follows, 
therefore, that the writers who foretold them must have been 
inspired by God, and, consequently, the Bible, in which they 
are recorded, ought to Ik.' received as of Divine origin. 

But, possibly, some may fancy that, among the numerous 
predictions which the Bible contains, it was not very unlikely 
that some might happen to he fulfilled, and that, after all, the 
accomplishment of those may he nothing more than an acci- 
dental circumstance. A moment's reflection will show the 



futility of such a supposition. IF such a number of prophecies 
have lieen fulfilled by chance, how conies it to pass that nut 
one has failed ? Fur it cannot be Bhem ih;it I -.in^lf predic- 
tion recorded fin the Bible, rightly understood, has failed in 
being fulfilled in its season. That this should happen bv 
accident, anyone must see to be most improbable. hut. Wet) 
few persons, perhaps, Lave any idea of the amazing extent nf 
the improbability. That any considerable number of conjec- 
tures respecting future and uncertain events should come to 
pass, and not one of thorn fail, amounts, when strict! v examined, 
to such an enormous, such an immense improbability, as 
to be tantamount, as nearly as possible, to an absolute and 
perfect i'iImIM] tint they cannot have been conjectures at oil; 
in other words, that they must have been a revelation from 
that Power who alone couid foresee such a very unlikely 
result; and this is the point I wish particular 
to yen. 

If the Bible is nut of Divine origin, then it necessarily 
follows that it* predictions must be guesses, and the accom- 
plishment of them the result uf chance. Let us then consider 
a few of the prophecies uf Scripture, aud see what would he 
the chance against the accomplishment of them, if they were 
indeed nothing more than the mere conjectures uf uninspired 
men. Take for instance the case of the Jews. It was pre- 
dicd-il that the Jews should be blinded aud not believe in the 
great prophet (Jesus Christ) who should afterwards arise, nf 
their nation (n) ; — that they should be driven out of their 
country (/■) ;■ — that they should be dispersed among oil the 
nations of the earth {c) ; — that, notwithstanding, they should 
continue always a distinct and separate people (il); — that 

(o)Ben. xviii. 15; xxviii. 28,*); Tsn. x. 10-12; Bit i—(l,) Den. 
xxviil. 21,63; .for. vvi. 13; x*I. 10— (c) lieu, swiii. i\ r,i; l.evit- xxvi. 
33 : Jer. x\. 1 ; xsis- ili ; Ek. v. 10 ; xii. 15 ;— (ti) Numb, xxiii. (» ; 
llos. bt. 17. 
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'<• •< all «..,.. .im.jl will. tlii> branch of hi* 

1 itMHMf' The roppcaition is preposterous. 

: ■' 'ilietiuiw had been nothing more ll*n 
it WOOld hove been very far from anpen 
■ '.i them would be accomplished or d*. 

HhHIi "I I furtitold ivore iiiunifestly moat unlikekut 

i' M ■ : ' peraiuii of the Jews 

'■■I il" 1 limuimv, wihvitlistaiulnig, 

■ |l ""i> people, their utiiiie bee ing . 

U« ' 1 1 1 1 ■ -- ■. ■ prophecies were uttered, 

ll ■ HI ■ in tflti wiirtd ( irobal ly there «< 
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aU nations shouJd 
■ ■■ 
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them. And suppose it were no more than one chance in 

n [luit some one nation, after being so dispersed, should 

./iiys nNdalxi a distiuct and separate people, (and when did 

ever happeu that aiming ten nations so dispersed an tho Jew's 

lave been, anv one ever escaped being absorbed and lost 

among the surrounding nations r) thai it would be just 4)B) 

hances to one against hulk these events octflUtlflg tn any one 

'f the ;j0 nations in particular. If then these two IllltilWltl 

circumstances only he taken into the account, it would make 

just 69,909 chances to one against all the nine preilictioiw, 

numerated nhove, being fulfilled in the Jews, if those pre. 

iictions were nothing more than the conjectures of uninspired 

nen. Is it possible then to conceive* that they can have bei-n 

ncii i -Surely it would be the height of absurdity to entertain 

ilea n k\v-t. 

Here let us pause a moment to remark the weight of 
evidence which the personal knowledge of every individual 
may supply. Every person who has ever seen a Jew, (and 
who has not ?) or knows any thing of the history of that 
singular people, (and who is ignorant of it?) actually has 
within his own personal knowledge an acquaintance with 
facts which, when properly considered, make it ( 13, HS)y chances 
e against the Bible being any thing else than the Word 
of God. If then 3 man, iifraid of the truth, should endeavour 
is apprehensions, us some unfortunate people do, 
-with the fancy that there is a chance that the Bible may be 
nnthing more than the invention of man, he does so while he 
knows, or may know, that there are 63, Sill!) chance-- cijinilly 
good that it may be a revelation from God. What a wretched 
hope for the infidel to rest on ! 

But even this is far from being the whole amount of the 
evidence which every individual among us may personally obtain 
on the most unquestionable griAiui. 
ropliecies which the Scriptures wttVMft,""*.' , « ,s ^' > " : *- ** 
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-j:. ;■'... . .::tr. IBOvAfc 

*nputudea(l,l25jge&J30KJM2jB8a\»wutT, that 

ffrrm hwndr*A and tmrmhf-fre mSStmr aT milGomi to owe f ! 

AmI if nxne of ibcne event* were Terr onlikeiy w happen, (i 

ta tome of the instance* mentmed above) it would multiply 

tin* enonnooj im probability 

Even- person therefore knows, *r but know, am evidence as 

■trong ■* any be can bare, Out there 

Hanee, or inch a place as Paris, or any thing else which, he 

Jim not actually seen — on such conclusive evidence 

knows or may know, facta relating to the present state of 

different countries, cities, nations, &c which, when compared 

with the prophecies in the Bible, make it, at the very leatt, 

l.lMSmMQQJA&tGSa, or more than eleven hundratandtmarfft 

i,i 1 nttftau of m i& oni to one against those prophecies being 

;itij tiling |Jw tiitti) a revelation from God,* 

* The prifldplfl upon which thisandthe foregoing calculations are 

1 !.■■ c;i-iily mid. r.'r...u'l fruin 111.' lollinvin^ illustration. 

■ 1 !.r..-.'.i, 11 [1 111(0 tin' air, one lide or other mnst lie upy- 

■ i.ill-i upon the Kruuni}, and it is an even dunce wlii_.. 

II' Ii<-i |n'iiii> li" INrou-n up witli it, , the I no tc.jjcthcr may fajl 11 

; n nj full in two ways, and iti ciih- 
.,'■.111 ciiliipliiil wil.li III.' In-, i.l uf tin: mV-jii.i, 11ml -■ - : 

S.I: ilii- ti ici-f nf llie s.i'1'fiinl ; that is, there 
■ in which Urn hvn may full. It' three jennies I 

Op t 11.. r, they taay l'.,M in . ighl different ways, for Ihe 

. ■; in iiny ut'dniM' ii-iiviswiili the he, 
, ■v.il' tin .111 will] its reverse; that i.«, tlici-u are 

r] 1 Mi-r ■•■■ I 1. -,i\ in 11 lui'h ilii' three limy fall, In (Ike nniiini'i 

. I. ill in hi .lill'.iviit «.i).-, '• iii :il, nuil sv. mi, eaeli ntlili- 

..1 1 1 ili.iil.ini;: 1 In: riiiiiilnTi-of v.i.y.- in which the whole may 

lull Whence il up]ii'iir» thai tin- iiumln-r uf w.iys in which any 

..■iii' 1! . ■!!, i s ci[ii,il tu tln.> inimher 3 mulii- 

//' ,1.. i./'l.'ii us there tire \icuuw:", «, uniWw.iu'.^tiY; 
'utswt to the power express*! Vf to* "™ 
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And who can form any adequate conception of such a 
mighty number ? If it were to be. counted at the rate of 
'20(1 in a minute (and it is no easy matter to count so quickly) 
it would take 10,710,015 years to count the whole, that is, it 
period more than eighteen hundred times as long as the 
period which has elapsed from the creation of Adam to the 



are SO, the number of ways in which (in? SO tony fall is 
■;<- or I.IJV»'.»,!)i>(yi4->,i:2-l. And as it is an even chance how each 
imiii iiiiuil penny will fall, each of the diilevenl ways in which the 
whole may fall is as likely to happen as any other. Therefore, 
whilst there is always a chance that they may fall in any particular 
■way that may ho mentioned, there are as many chances equally 
likely that they will nal fall in that way, hut in some other way, as 
are equal to the whole number uf ways iu which they may fall 
diminished by one- Thus when there are pennies, the chance 
uyaintt them falling in any one particular way, as with all the heads 
uppermost, is just ol 1 to one, and so in any other case. Now in any 
number of predictions hazarded by men, where it is an even ebance 
respecting each, whether it shall happen or not, the case is precisely 
the same- Such predictions may he considered in the light of so 
many pennies thrown into the air, ami the probability of their ac- 
complishment must be calculated by the same rule. Thus where 
there are 9 such predictions, the chance aptinst them all coming to 
aaea ia oil lo one. Where there are CO, the chance against their 
accomplishment is l,125,899 J fM'i(i,843 1 633 to 

be thrown i 

■ .■11 some one side, and it is an even chance which ; that is, 

there arc as many dificrenl ira; s in which mi eh a body may fall as it 

['hus a body with <i<J sides may tall in 00 Vlifferenl ways. 

And if with a body with ill) sides, another such buily having 10 sides. 

be thrown up, the two together may fall in &UU different ways ; for 

;. fall in 50 ways, and in any of those ways, with any ono 

iiftbeHlways in which the second may fall ; that is. there are 500 

different ways in which the two togothi r may fall. And the chance 

against theni falling in any one particular way is t!l!l toone. And if 

'■. i> bullies, 7 pennies be thrown up, the number of ways 

in Which all these together may fall will be 64,001), for the pennies 

— iy fall III 128 different ways, as before shewn, and in miv of those 

■J6, with any of the illMt ways in which the two bodies' may fall ; 

.■■i. Ii-i,(nnl way; in which the whole may fall. And the 

■■'. them falling i y one particular 11'av b. ins;. tZiw.l 

■■■■■ just the same would it be with ihc nine particulars 
for*loM to the Jews and mentioned above, it 1.W -scve oiiVj \\\svoa.-& 
■..■nd seven of them weve.cnu-a\\v\\V.iAi (uWv\« l " vAvi\ 
- ■''(' one chiincc in oil in favour 1,1" ivue , vvvA _uw '^ 
ot the other of the rettifiATOUg tw c«ne 
against (be whole coming to pass -woxAA yas\ w> 



stated above. 
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present time. If, then, any one should fancy that thete is a 
chance Unit the Bible may be the work of uninspired men, 
let him know that there are grounds on which he may be 
positively sure that there are as many chances that it is the 
Word of God as it would take far more than ten nnlliofis nf 
years even to count. And this, without taking into the 
account the extreme improbability of some of the predictions 
coming to pass, if they were oulv human conjectures, which, 
if taken into the calculation, would multiply the chances in 
favour of the Bible's being the Word of God many millions of 

And if, in addition to these, all the other prophecies were 
to be taken into the account, which history informs us, on 
unquestionable evidence, have come to pass — were nil the 
prophecies of Scripture which ever have been accomplished 
to be considered, those relating to different kingdoms and 
empires, as Assyria, Persia, Greece, Rome, Egypt, &d; to 
different countries and cities, ns .ludea, Idnmea, Babylon, 
Ninevah, Tyre, Jerusalem, &c. ; to different nations and 
people, as the Jews, the Arabians, the Negroes, &c. ; those 
relating to the promulgation and diffusion of Christianity, to 
the rise and spread of Popery and Molinminedism ; and all the 
multitude of predictions relative to our blessed Lord, his birtJr,- 
life, death, character, works, &c. — were all these to be conau 
dered, together with the extreme improbibility of most it the 
events foretold ever taking place at all, if those predictions 
were only human conjectures — it would altogether constitute 
such a prodigious, such an overwhelming mass of evidence, as 
would amount, as nearly as it is possible to conceive moral 
evidence to do so, to a positive and absolute certainty that 
those prophecies cannot possibly have been anything else than 
a revelation from the Spirit of God himself to the minds of Uie 
writers. " The testimony of Jeawa \s Vtv&e%4 ftua ¥^w\t. 



And, now, what bos the poor babbling infidel to say tn this - 
Will he still ding to the nation that among such a muUMk 
of prophecies as the Scriptures contain some may have fniled, 
and thut, therefore, the accomplishment nf titltor* m;iv still be 
the effect of chance '( Unless lie could shew that as many 
iiiivv 1 foiled U have been accomplished, this would not mfite- 
. bim. And suppose, fur the sake of nrpinicut. tint 
one-half of the prophecies wbicb have been determined had 
failed j then, indeed, on the supposition that it was an even 
chance respecting each individual prophecy whether it would be 
fulfilled or nut, the half that had failed, so far as this circum- 
, might be taken to balance the half which had been 
aCCOmiiUllted. liut there is another circumstance to be taken 
into account. Some of the prophecies which have be en ful- 
filled were most unlikely, humanly speaking, ever to come 
to pass at all. and this fact alone makes an enormous 
amount of chances in favour of the Divine origin of the 
vrtuch have been accomplished. We have just seen 
that there were 4!K* chances to one against two events only 
relating to the Jens being accomplished, viz., their universal 
dispersion, and their continuance, notwithstanding, as a dis- 
tinct and separate people. Were there no more than half-a- 
dozen other events among the accomplished prophecies as 
to happen as these (and it might easily be shewn 
that there are many more), this alone would make wry nearly 
62 SQQ mUlimt of chances to one against, all those prophecies 
being accomplished if they were nothing more than conjec- 
tures, that is, there would still be this prodigious probability 
that they came from God.* If, then, it could be shewn 1 lint 

!■•■ from a former note thnn when twn regular Ij<ulii>, one 

['■ nlli'.'i' In, ;itv Hirowii iiHn (In' jiir, they may fall 
ill ijOlllliltWl'llt ways If r: UttllT-odl tni.li.-:,, ;i()f ll kili-.l.l'.r. ||,V..U1, 
i. tlic imn-.lvr of ii-nvsin wliidi ilif <\ l\rtW \\\v.-j fc.^ ,-s'AW* 
r.nx\i\ :■;,!> |0x5(i!<!i)y.imx\ft-(i'i,M-*vww,WW,mv*. Mae Smsm*. s\e*. 
rhf\ wilt lull r'n any une particuW way,*iuih -As "*Vi> 
previously marked or mentioned b*ang uppeTOKraV 
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a few of the prophecies have failed; the only conclusion whicli 
could he drawn from this circumstance would be, that sucli 
prophecies were the inventions of men, and had been added 
to the sacred text by fraud. Their failure con 
considered as detracting at all from the proof that the fulfilled 
prophecies are a revelation from God. But it cannot be 
shewn that a single prophecy, rightly understood, has foiled 
of being accomplished in its season. This miserable prop, 
therefore, is cut away from the hopes of the wretched infidel. 

And wretched indeed is the state of the infidel. If there 
were only one chance out of millions that the Bible may be tru*. 
surely it would be madness to peril the soul by rejecting it 
when eternity haugs on the issue, But when such 
nious probability; to say nothing of other proofs, is in favour 
of its truth, the infatuation is monstrous indeed. In the whole 
compass of creation there is not a more wretched being than 
the man who wilfully shuts his eyes to the evidence of the 
truth, and obstinately rejects the glad tidings of piirdWaad 
peace proclaimed in the Gospel of Christ, madly trusting to 
some vagtie chance which he fancies he has of escaping the 
judgment to come. 

Since Christianity was confirmed at first by miracles, same 
people may wonder why it is not now authenticated from time 
to time by the same evidence ; and many may think that if 
miracles were now to lie exhibited, their evidence would be 
irresistible. But is not this accomplishment of prophecy 
miracle? What can he more truly miraculous? It is 
miracle as wonderful as if the son were to stand still at the 
command of a man, or auy other such prodigy to take pli 

(iL',SIH),000,0flO; that is, there will be e-2,49f>,fW9,!l!){> chances to one 
dyainst tbiun falling in l!iis innniici'. In tln'r.nmu wny, if eight different 
uv iints aru tVjri?toJ<l, anil tlinv Is chip fiance in 3(1 in favour of each 

of the number corning to pass, and one chance in 1* 
favour of each one of ths; rtimainini; foul- inkim; place ; then " 
■ ■li.'ini'c tliat the whole ""ill cruris: to ptie a ivill just ' 
s;2,.M1( 1,000.01 HI, ilinl is tluro will lie <i-2,4!)!>, n !>!),990 cliai 
-—'them all coming to pass, or iS-i,50'l mu\vmsslVhnl 
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miracle in the material world could be witnessed by i 
(.iily, and be seen only for a limited time, while a repetitii 
Of sntli miracles u mild cause them to lose their force ; indeed, 
by their frequency, they would cease to be miracles. But the 
accomplishment of prophecy is a miracle which every one may 
observe, while no lime can weaken its effect. Time, on the 
contrary, does hut add to its force, for every succeeding age, 
bringing with it the accomplishment of additional prophecies, 
enhances the wonder. The fulfilment of prophecy is a per- 
petual, a growing miracle, and a miracle the reality of which 
every one may personally ascertain for himself. It is difficult 
to conceive any miracle, or system of miracles, which could 
afford O more constant aud a more effectual evidence of the 
truth of Scripture than this. 

But perhaps the sceptic will Bay, admitting the prophe- 
cies which have been fulfilled to be from God, bow do we 
know that the rest of the Bible is of divine origin ? and bow 
cau we be sure that the Scriptures, as they now exist, are a 
faithful copy of the original text, since the materials upon 
which that was first written must have perished long ago, and 
the repeated copying it lias undergone must have ti (forded 
ample opportunity' for the introduction of error or imposition? 
In reply to this it might be sufficient to remark that the 
prophecies which have been accomplished are not confined to 
a single part or to a single hook, of the sacred volume, but ore 
scattered almost through all the hooks it contains, and inter- 
woven with the subjects of which they treat, just as if 
by these means God designed, as he probably did, to give 
the support of this evidence to all parts of His holy word. 
Therefore, since so many dispersed and important pas- 
sages are proved by such unquestionable evidence to be 
from God, we may well conclude the rest of the Bible 
also to be Divine. But it may be as well to say a few words 
on this point. 



well known that the Old Testament was written 
originally in the Hebrew language and committed to the care 
of the Jews, who were the chosen people of God. The New 
Testament, which, by its references and quotations confirms 
the Old, was written originally in Greek, the prevalent lan- 
guage of that time. All the books of both Testaments were 
written by men who were believed to be, and gave evidence 
that they were, inspired by God. Their writings were received 
as Divine revelations, and were kept and preserved with the 
greatest care. Among the Jews there was a set of men culled 
doctors of tradition, whose sole employment it was to trans- 
cribe the Scriptures, and this they did with the most scrupu- 
lous and superstitious exactness. They counted even the 
words and letters of every book, aud knew how often each 
occurred in it. They could tell, fur instance, that the letter 
A occurred 42,377 times in the Bible, and B 38,218 times, 
and so on. They could tell which was the middle letter of 
the Pentateuch, or of any individual hook in their Scriptutes. 
And so great was their veneration for the text, that if in 
copying they made a mistake, they never corrected it, but 
immediately destroyed the skin or parchment on which it 
occurred, and took another ; for they held it unlawful to allow 
anything to remain as part of the sacred book which had 
undergone correction. Similar pains were taken by the early 
Christians to preserve the purity of the New Testament, and the 
consequence of all this is, that the Hebrew and Greek Scrip- 
tures have come down to us with a degree of integrity which 
is truly astonishing, and which till lately was scarcely sua- 
pected. We owe the knowledge of this gratifying fact, as we 
do many other corroborating evidences of the truth of Scrip- 
ture, to the attacks made on the Bible by its enemies. 

It had often been asserted that were all the various 
Hebrew and Greet manuscripts which. exisV, to\« ixi-mvaad, 
■vould be found; a.n&mAnv\io^e&\kav 
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would 1-e dfscovered in them mucli more favourable to Socinian 
notions than those which the received version* furnishes. With 
tli is view the enemies of the truth beg'.m the search, in which 
they Were speedily followed by the friends of religion. During 
tfte fitter part of the hist, ami the beginning of this, century, 
immense labour hits been bestowed on this research. .Among 
others, Houbigant spent the greater part of his life in si-eking 
for, mid examining, Hebrew manuscript* of the Old Testa, 
ment. Michaelis spent thirty venrs in this "oil; ; Keuuicotl 
twenty, during which he examined 581 ; Professor Rossi 
examined TOO. The same indefatigable labour has been 
expended in the examination of Greet manuscripts of the 
New Testament, by Mill, Bengel, Wet-stein, and Greisbach, 
the latter of whom examined 335 of the Gospels alone ; and 
re lately, by Nolan, Lawrence, ling, and especially by 
Schn]z, who examined (574 manuscripts of the Gospels, BOO of 
the Acts 256 of St. Paul's Epistles, 1)3 of the Hook of Reve- 
• ides others. And not only have all the Hebrew 
and Steele manuscripts of the Scriptures which could be 
prncuml, of all ages, from all parts of Europe, and from 
Asia iiml Africa, been examined, but also the works »f 
all the ancient Fathers of the Church who have cited any 
part of the Scriptures in their innumerable writings h Latin 
and Greek; and likewise all the ancient translations Of the 
Scriptures in different languages, Os the Arabic, Syrian, 
Dbptfi Armenian, Latin, Gothic, &c All these have been 
carefull v examined by innumerable critics, who humous) v 
ilesired, as the recompense and glory of their toil, lo find some 
new text or different reading. And what have they found? 
Nothing of the least importance. They have found nothing, 
says a learned writer, not even a single reading which can cast 
any doubt on anv passage before considered certain. All the 
variations among the tnaiiuscviftft, "wWa *.e&t^\ ^ 
mi-e untouched the essential mesKmg <& wS^SS 



relate only to points of interior moment ; such as the insertion 
or omission of an article or a conjunction, the position of an 
adjective before or after the substantive, the alteration of a 
letter, or the grammatical eimisLriietiuii of a sentence; while a 
gre.it pBrt (rf the variations are BO minute th.it the English 
language, copious anil powerful as it is, is nor. comprehensive 
and precise enough to express them. 

A remarkable instance of the great accuracy with which 
the Scriptures have been copied through n series of ages, is 
furnished by a very curious manuscript of the Pentateaab or 
five books of Moses, brought by the late Dr. Buchanan from 
the East Indies. It was obtained from the black Jews of 
Malabar, who are supposed, on good grounds, to be descend- 
ants of some of those who were dispersed at the time of the 
Babylonia)) captivity, nearly 600 years before the birth of our 
Saviour. This manuscript, which from many circumstance* 
it is evident cannot have been derived from any copy taken to 
the East by European Jews, has lately been compared, word 
by word and letter by letter, with the Hebrew edition consi- 
dered in this country the most correct, and after the most 
careful examination not more tlinn forty variations have been 
found, and these of the most insignificant character. For the 
most part they are nothing more than the addition or omission 
of a single insignificant letter, and not one of them in the 
slightest degree makes any alteration in the sense. Here are 
two copies of a considerable portion of the Bible, derived from 
two series of copies carried on during a period of nearly 
twenty-four centuries, separately and independently in two 
distant parts of the world, and when these copies come to be 
compared, the few variations which the most careful search can 
discover, are perfectly insignificant and immaterial ! Where 
/a ;j parallel to this to be found in profane literature ? In the 
ix plays of Terence, a small work \jiy o. Wu&vo&ibi , \\vew 
* suid to be 3OjO0O variations, 



copied a thousand times less frequently than the Cihl.'.' Can 
anything shew more clearly the superintending care nf God, 
tbi this wonderful preservation nf tile sawed text ? 

Now when we consider that the Bible has been copied ua 
no other book ever was, or ever will lie, that it has been 
copied thousands of times, in Hebrew during thirty-three 
centuries, and in Greek during eighteen ; that it lias followed 
all the fortunes and captivities of Israel, been persecuted, 
forgotten, interdicted, or burned ; when we consider that in 
the com men cement of tlie christian era it had to endure three 
centuries of persecution under the Emperors, when they cast 
to the wild beasts all convicted of possessing it ; that in the 
7i.li. 8t6j and Qtli centuries faJne Looks find false legends of 
all kinds were multiplied; thiit in the 10th and I lth centu- 
ries men were so ignorant that even princes were often unable 
tu write ; that in the 12th, 13th, and I -ft li centuries the use 
of the scriptures in the vulgar tongue was every where for- 
bidden on pain of death, and the most erroneous doctrines 
taught, and iriipositiims practised, surely the perfect preser- 
vation of the sacred volume is most wonderful. What but 
the special intervention of Providence could, on the one hand, 
have made the Jews guard with such care, and deliver to us 
entire, that word which relates their revolts, describes their 
perverse and headstrong character, and predicts their ruin ; 
which foretells the coming of Christ, their murder of him, 
and the consequent destruction of their state and nation ? 
And, on the other hand, what would have restrained the 
Church of Home, during the dark ages, when she held the 
world in subjection and ignorance, when she invented so many 
erroneous doctrines, and mutilated the writings of the PatlierB 
(emendating them as they called it), and falsified even the 
acts of Emperors and Councils to support her impositions — 
what but the overruling providence of God could have 
TliL-ripnoustie p3r L. Ga,\va5eo, v,. \Q 
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strained lier from corrupting likewise thnse scriptures which 
condemn her traditions (a), her use of images (b), her 
prayers in an unknown tongue fcj, her confessions to a 
priest (&), her absolutions fej, her doctrine of human merit 
CO- «*orks of supererogation (g), the invocation and inter, 
cession of saints (k), her pretended infalHbrHty (ij, pur- 
gatory (j), the sacrifice of the mass (k), her withholding 
the Wor"d of God from the people, which all arc commanded 
to search and read (I), and the cup from the laity, when all 
are enjoined to drink of it (in), &c. &C, which say that a 
frightful apostncy should tnke place in tlie very bosom of tie 
church (n), the work of priests (oj, which should have ita 
seat in the city of Rome (f>), where should he seen the Ulan 
of Sin as God sitting in the temple of God (tj), making war 
with the saints, forbidding to marry, teaching the doctrine of 
devils or demons, that is, the worshipping of departed spirits, 
and the abstaining from meats created to he used (r ) , — (bat 
Man of Sin whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit flf 
his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming 
(t). Surely the preservation uf the Scriptures in all their 
purity, under such circumstances nnd by such means, is most 
miraculous, and if there were no other evidence of their origin, 
this alone might prove them to be from God, 

(a.) Isn- viii. 21) ; Matt. iv. 3, 6 ; CoL ii. ; Ua!. i, (i ; l'mv m. 
5,6; Rev. xxii 111; John is. 3] ; 1 Tim. iii. 1C, \l.— (b) Exud. M. 
4, 5; 2 Cor. vi. 16.— Uj 1 Cor. xiv. 9, 1], U-16— <d) Psnlaw,' 
xxxii. u ; Rum. xiv. II, 12— Uf Dan- is- !) ; Luke, v. 21, 2A— 
fff Ram. iii. 10,1(1,20 — ' ■; ) Luke xvii. 7-10. — r/j j Ti v xix. t0| 
1 John, ii- 1 i 1 Tim. ii. 5 ; Jolm, xiv. 6 ; Matt. xi. 28 ; l'»alms, site 
1.—(l) Row. xi. 13-22.— fjJ Eccles. ix. 10; Rev- xxii. 11 ; Luke, 
xvi. 19-21; 2 Cor. v. 8; I'liill. i. 23; Il«v. xiv. 13.— (1) Itch, ix. II, 
12, 26, 28 ; x. 12, 14 ; 1 1'et. iii. 18 — <!j lteut. vi. 7, It i Iw»- xxxW. 
16; John, v. Si ; '2 Tun. iii. !■"'; Col. iii. Hi.- fmj Jlatt. xxvi. 27; 
Murk, xiv. 2;i ; 1 Cor. xi. 28.- f») 1 Tim. iv. 1.— Uf B Pet- ii. 1 — 
f>; Ray. xvii. J, 5, IB— (qf 2 TUess- ii. 3, i-—(r) Rj 
1 Tim. iv. 1, 3.— fs; 2 Thess. ii. B. 

(A comiuirisiio of the dojfmas ami practices of the 
Rome, enumerated above, with tho texts respectively refer* 

I mil shew bow much that Church ia opposed to Gud'a Worttl 
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ii is the wonderful accuracy with which the Holy 

res, in the original Hebrew and Greek, have been pre- 

rved ; and, hy the blessing of God, we in this country 

eap the full benefit of their preservation in the admirable 

islatiun of them which we possess. The authorized version 

the English Bible is a translation from these original 

scriptures, made with extreme care and ability, in the 

jf James the First, a little more than 200 years 

and it is perhaps the most complete and perfect trans- 
i possessed bv any nation. Forty-seven of the most 
earned men in the kingdom were selected for the work 
and learning abounded at that time). These were divided 
to six companies, and to each company a portion of the Bible 
assigned. Everv individual uf a company was to translate 
whole portion ; then they were to compare their transla- 
s together, and when any company had finished their part, 
7 were to send it to the other companies, that nothing 
ight pass without general consent. If any company, upon a 
eview of a portion so sent, doubted or differed upon nny pas- 
sage, they were to mark the place and send it back with their 
easons. And if they happened to differ about the amend- 
!Dts, the difference was to he referred to a general committee, 
isisting of the chief persons of each company. When any 
ssage was found remarkably obscure, letters were to he sent 
other learned persons in the country for their opinion. In 
e execution of their task, they were to consult not only 
iglish translations previously made, hut all the existing 
inslations in other languages which they could procure. In 
lout three years the work was finished. Two persons were 
n selected from each of the three companies at Cambridge, 
ford, and Westminster, who read over and corrected the 
whole ; after which it was published, to the great joy of the 
ition. T.ie excellence of the translation is such as might be 
\pected from the care and ability with which it was enndufi 
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To »y that it is without faults would he to say for it more 
titan can be said for any human work ; but it may with truth 
be asserted that it Las fewer defects than probably any other 
translation in existence, and not one of the least importance. 
It is, as an eminent critic says, " a most wonderful and incom- 
"parable work, equally remarkable for the general fidelity of its 
"construction and the magnificent simplicity of its language." 
That its accuracy is generally admitted appears from the fact 
that among all the different sects hostile to our church, which 
profess to derive their doctrine from the Bible, not one ever 
accuses it of incorrectness, except it may he the Romanists, 
who have rejected the authority of the original Hebrew and 
Greek Scriptures, and adopted a very corrupt Latin transla- 
tion in their stead, which the Council of Trent actually declared 
to he divine,* and the Sociuians, who scruple not to alter, and 

* This is the Vulgate, a translation made in part only from the 
original, thu Old Testament, being taken from llu; ^epluagiut, » Greek 
version, and not a very correct one. The Vulgate was made at a 
very early period, but when ami by whom is not kuown. It ill 
subseipiciit'y re\ ised by .Icruuie uii'l oilier.*, and in (lie latter part ol 
the ICtli century ii was declared by (lie Council of Trent to be the 
authentic Word of God in preference to the original Scriptttm. 
Among llie arguments used in I lit- Council in support of this Strang* 
decree, it was urged (bat if tin; Vulgate were not to be adopted as the, 
"Word of God in preference to the 01'iaiual, tlie heretics, (hat is, the 
Protestants, would have an immense advantage ; that the iucpiiaitora, 
whose business it was to enquire into every iiody's opinions and 
punish 0)11 who dissented lium Llie ( Ihurch of Home, would not lie able 
lo execute their office without a knowledge of Hebrew ""' i-™*- 
and tbut as God had given to the Jews a Hebrew, and to — 
a Greek original, it Wiis reasonable to suppose that his Spirit bad ia 
the same supernatural manner presided hitc [lie Lai hi translation! 
On fiuch grounds the Cnnneit of Trent declared the Vulgate to be 
divine and authentic. At the same time it was admitted (bat they 



had not a corree.l impression of it, so a cmiiiiiitteu of six persons was 
appointed to prepare one, which, however, they never did. In 1560 
Pope Six t us the Fifth published an edition of the Vulgate, with a bull 
enjoining its universal reception as dip authentic "Word of God, and 
forbidding the slightest alteration under pain of the most dreadful 
enrsoj. But no sooner was this published than it was fouud to be full 
oferroraaad called in again, and two years after, in 1692, the next 
Pope, Clement the Eighth, published anotfisv eiYoAow, iWfficrvny, ftmt 

re fanner in more ihau 2,1'mii ^u.r,icuWs, suuie oJ _ftvav~ -■*' 
whole verses anil rnmrilntplv alterinSE to 



rrhole verses and completely altering to * 



is \to endues. 
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:ii-, whole passagesof God'a Word whm npptwd to 

their peculiar notions — Set Vtee ChnnetOttr SltnJir.-fti iiJe- 
■I m the case of Lmly HetrtriM Charity. 
And. nOW, consider ilii* point. If nil the Bible re*ta upon 
same authority and hag been preserved with meh eccnracy, 

and presented to us with Rtieh exactness; and if *ticb a unm- 

ber of scattered portions of it, so tnterwnron will 

.mil its hhto to clearly and tun. 1 . 

proi-ed by the wonderful accomptiafamATt at propbecT, lobe 
b than the Word of God, bow can ■ 

inference that the whole is the Word of G 

on the low ground of probability, how many million* of million" 

of chances to one there are against the ; 

in the same wanner .is authentic, anathematizing all who ■hould pre- 
it. Nor was tilts nil. This vnry urni- Popn, 
lowing, published yet another editioa,*tiU further altered , 
cnUnandins ir to be received ui like mani i 
of God. The Vtileate wns originally a pretty oom-ct translation, 
laving been i., ■ if the Christian Chore! 

he peculiar doctrines of Popery were invented. Bat the edition* 
irepared by the Popes were in many parts shamefully corrupted, 
iciun evident ''. trived to support their errors, Thus, 

ir metanee, in Gen. iii. IT), where the Lord, a 
iys, "I "ill put enmity between tln-e and the woman, and between 

id her seed ; it shall bruise Lhy head, and tl nhalt 

i' el," they translate the latter part of the 
shall bruise thy head," In: rvideiitly in ordi*r to justify the idnla- 
bononr they pay to ttie Virjriti Mary, ns it saviour. A^-nin, in 
e.T. chap, where the apostle, comparing tlie relationship between 
mdatid wit'i- with tiiat Hiibsisiiuj; hWwinl Christ and bis church, 
says, ver»e 32, "this is a great mystery," they have rendered i: 

greatsftCTarnent, v iiiulthc.u th^yiirjjLie thai nmli-iiiu.iiy is a sacrament ! 

And in Ho)), xi. 2l,«')i.'rc it is snid Jacob "worshipped upon the 

staff," that is, leaning upon it, they hare translated, 

)rsiiip)"'d or adnrud tlie t0|> of his stnlF," omitting altogether 

preposition "upon," and then from this passage ll 

wu,i|ii[> of images! There are mnny such alterations as 

__e. The edition published in 13!)2 is that now used in tin.' Church 

Rome, tiotwitliBiiiiidiii.L; r i ■ ■ ■ I'upt-'s la~i iinpnjvi'iut'tit ; and tins cor- 

fa trawlation is all of the Word of God which that 

len church haw n'tnineil, anil iii tie use she makes even of this ! She 
Feel ttbt tm t iu-r people lo read it, for she knows that Lh 
iltaaaa, much as the lias laaioureA to Aenxta v- . 

■ f her errors. 80 o«wfe Iw W-.m '\i-l 1 V.v\V\a\\vs ,' 
J honesty of (he Chnrdi otftotne. 
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been accomplished being anything else than a revelation, froa 
God. If all the Bible rests on the same foundation, as unques- 
tionably it does, and is uneorrupted, as we know it is, I 
there, must be the same enormous amount of chances og! 
ii like mntiiier of any other passages of it having any o 

jin. And if they are from God, they must, by an inevitibU 
necessity be true, and every promise and threat winch the} 
contain be accomplished. It cannot possiblv be otherwise. 
It is, it must be, " easier for heaven and earth to pass n*fOJ' 
" than for one jot or one tittle of God's Word to fail." 
then, the sceptic or the scorner Hatters himself with the hop* 

t the Bible may not be true, and fancies that he may chains' 
to escape the wrath denounced against him, let him know that 
he grossly deceives himself, and that even on his uivu ground 
there arc millions of millions of chances that he shall rax 
escape. As surely as any prophecies have been fuIJilM, so 
surely will ram/ declaration of God's Word he accomph'sked. 
Every impenitent sinner shall perish, {Luke xiii ' 
unbeliever be damned, (John iii. 30); every strange 
be rejected, (John xiv. (i) ; every unsanctUied soul excluded 

m mercy-. (Rev. xxi. 27); the wicked be turned into bell, 
and nil the people that forget God, (Ps. ix. 17). 

Such is the evidence furnished by the accomplishment of 
prophecy to the divine origin of the Uihle. And ytet this evi- 
nce, cleur, convincing, and unanswerable as it is, is only 
e of the many irrefragable proofs we possess of the truth of 
God's word. There are many uther arguments, as I before 
intimated, which I can scarcely glance jit now, every one of 
which is, in its kind, equally conclusive as a proof that the. Bibk' 
cannot possibly be anything else than a revelation from God. £\) r 
instance, the sublime arid exulted discoveries which it makes of 
the glorious character and attributes of the Almighty, infinitely 
beyond any thing which the philosophy of man ever did or 

r cuiiM conceive. — The pi 
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and its complete and perfect system of morals, such a 
could have occurred to the imagi nation of fallen mai 

rnu.n i- of all its parts, and of all it says on heavenly and 
iritunl tliinjrs, with the perfect uniformity of its doctrine, 
although nearly fifty different persons of various attainments, 
id conditions were employed to write it during a 
period of 15*50 years — The beauty and perfection of our 
Saviour's character, which is truly divine, and such as nothing 
lint divine wisdom could have drawn. — The remarkable fact 
that while all false systems of religion and books of science 
abound in errors on the subject of nature's works, which the 
progress of knowledge is continually bringing to light, nothing 
<if this kind occurs in the Bible. Though it relates the 
creation of the heavens and their hosts, and speaks of the 
motions of the planets and the number of the stars ; though it 
describe* the creation of the world and ail it contains, the 
formation of light, water, earth, and air, with all the animal 
nod vegetable inhabitants of the globe; though it describes 
the deluge, and speaks of the works and phenomena of nature 
iiilJiotit reserve, yet never does it use a single expression which 
the discoveries of science prove to be incorrect. On the con- 
trary, the more science advances, the more appropriate am! 
;act iU language is always found to be — a striking proof that 
i'he niitlmr of nature is the author of the Bible.* — The mighty 

are some expressions in the Bible which at first eight 
a to contradict the above assertion, but on examination 
_ all lie found to be either the natural language ffif uppear- 
is employed among ourselves without any iih-a ,1 philoMiphi. 
aJ accuracy, such as the rising and setting of the. sun, &c. or expres- 
ions peculiar to the translation. Of the latter the word riniuiiiei.il 
n instance. In the original Hebrew the word used sijriiiries ox- 
se. Now what but the Spirit of God could have directed the 
.._.-ed writers to adopt this term at a time when the apparent vault 
if heaven was universally supposed to he a solid fixed substance, (as 
"e word firmament used in many translations implies}, to which the 
.ars, which were thought to he lights, were attached I Aud wW 
iut tin.- Spirit ut'tiod could have led them to speak nf the eart 1 ' - 
globe (Isa. xl- 22), having day and ni::ht prevailing ..;. 
time (Luke xrii. 31, 34), whea it was unviwaiVj 'WC«n*S 



power which the Bible a capable ef exerti**- orer the 
nriad, rfcwigtn g the d un r la in a wey a* wpBriw of mm 
omU effect, often t^rertms the mcst wicked Mid abasdof 
into the nut t itf om ud hatj. ih*s skewing itself " ■ 
"powerofGod." — !u tendency to iw( eat ali sin and wicked- 
ness from the world, and to plant ia their stead devotion 
God and peace and good will among men, to make a n 
he a ve n opon earth. It is manifest that bad men never wot 
have written a book with such a tendency, had ther even be 
able ; Bud good men nerer would have declared h to be En 
God Iiad they not known it to be so. — The miracles whi 
nere w r o ugh t on the promulgation of the gospel in confirm 
tion of its truth, than which no {act in history is better attested, 
being witnessed both by friends and foes. — The rapid 

plane ; of its hanging on nothing (Job sxvi. 7), when all phi] 
thought it had some material support to rest on ; of the air as an 
Wliflnf (Tfltl TTTJii 2.)), when until atiout 2<lo years ago it wasmp- 
"ithout any weight at all ; of the stars as wfl^^^K 
merable like the sand, (tbe very expressions used by inodemsstao- 
tioniors), when unii! the invcaiiuu of tin.- telescope tbej- were never 
computed at more than 200(1 T But if the Bible speaks of the m 
rising and setting, ami standing still, &c. as any astrouoiner STasnr 
iih may do, it also speaks in a way which directly Lni| lies the dranuu 
rotation of the earth. When the sun stood still at the comma " " 
Jttshss, the inoon stood still likewise (Josh, x. 12, 13), which in 
•!:;iiii wai the motion of the earth which was stopped. Some scep- 
iji's Inivo objected To this miracle that ilie sudden stopping 1 of thr 
oarth on its axis would cause every thing to fly offits surface by 
centrifugal force. But it is not said that the stopping was suddi_ . 
..iid every one wlio knows the fact that a railway train moving at the 
MM Off i flirty miles an hour can be made to stop without mconveni- 
i'iiit iii i In' f,f,iv:i- uf a .|iiiir[i.-r of a mile, and can make the calcuin- 
limi, "ill find that the earth might be stopped at the ■. 
IIm.ii iiii' minutes with no more inconvenience, except perhaps* 
slight gulf of wind, era little elevation in the tide ;i t some place* 
about the equator- But this event was a miracle, and there tore it 
j.i.iLibly v.iei midden ; and mirrly God could as easily stop the m«- 
. iiiing mi the earth's surface as he could stop tbe motion 

hi iih ciisily do this as he could communicate 

There ia nothing in the Bible inconsistent with* 
■Miiitid philosophy, whatever the crude theories which men are ceu- 
liiiuiLlly building on partially ascertained facts, may sometimes lead 
|.,-,,|.|,'i.i .in i.i'iiie. The progress of science has never yet detecU"- 

■ ■ in the I'.ilili', add we may be ™"> "•'- "=■"» - 

troth ,-un never contiudiet truth. 




gation of the Christian Faith throughout the earth in the 
Apostolic age, notwithstanding the most violent opposition tu 
its progress from all the ruling powers of the world and all the 
ancient prejudices of mankind. — The multitudes who embraced 
it, though it hud nothing to offer them in this life but a cer. 
tointy of suffering and a probability of death. — The self-devotion 
of the early preachers of it, who for its sake sacrificed every 
eurthly comfort, exposed themselves to all kinds of suffering, 
and generally sealed their testimony with their blood ; — a 
devotion which nothing could have inspired but a conviction 
that it was the truth of God. — The remarkable fact that, 
though the Bible is opposed to all the irregular passions and 
appetites of fallen man so strongly engrafted in his nature, 
and inculcates a purity and holiness so distasteful to him, 
and a mode of salvation so offensive to Ids pride, circumstances 
which have in all ages excited the most furious opposition to 
it, causing it to be vilified, misrepresented, ridiculed, and 
burned, — yet, notwithstanding, it still maintains its ground, 
is dally achieving the most wonderful triumphs, and is still 
going? on, like the great Saviour it reveals, " conquering and 
" to conquer." These, and many other arguments which might 
be adduced, prove that the Bible is, and must be, the Word of 
God. Each one of them is conclusive, and, when fully drawn 
out, irresistible. 

And, now, when we take all this mass of evidence together; 
when we consider the millions of millions of chances, multiplied 
without number, which the accomplishment of prophecy exhi- 
bits against the Bible being anything else than a revela- 
tion from God ; with all these, and other proofs of its Divine 
origin, some so palpable and plain, all so conclusive, and, 
therefore, each one sufficient to establish the case ; who can 
form an adequate conception of the immense, the enormous 
improbability that every one of all these proofs should turn out 
not be true ? Iu other « 
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who can fail to see that they amount to the highest possible 
degree of moral certainty, the most complete and positive 
assurance of which the case can admit, that the Bible is alto, 
gether and entirely THE WORD OF GOD. The man who, 
after a consideration of this overwhelming mass of evidence, still 
continues to think that the Bible is not the Word of God, or 
that the case is doubtful, is surely one of the most simple 
beings upon the face of the earth, and withal the most credu- 
lous, for he believes hi the greatest improbability that can 
well be imagined, and there is no degree of absurdity of which 
such a person may not justly he deemed capable.* 

And now permit me, in conclusion, to make an obser- 

If God has given us such an abundance of the most clear 
and incontrovertible evidence of the' truth of H is Word and of 
our holy religion, can it be a matter of small importance 
whether we believe it or not ? If he thus addresses our 
reason with such a weight of proof, accessible to all, and 
plain to every understanding, how can we possibly be justified 

* In the face ot'siieli eviik'iicfi as tliis how absurd is the assertion 
of the Romish idergy that we cannot know tlio scriptures to be the 
word of Gad except by the testimony of the Church of Rome. Had 
wo no better evidence than hers the proof would be small indeed, 
for the doctrine she teaches is so much at variance with the truth, 
that her testimony would not bu worthy of much credit. But though 
her direct evidence is of little value, she indirectly bears witness to 
the truth of scripture in a manner which her votaries little dream of 
It is clearly predicted in the Llible l.hai in [lie kl.i.cr limes, through the 
artifice of Satan a great falling away from the truth should take place 
in the very bosom of the church, occasioned by falsi! Leathers among 
the clergy ; and that a fearful ttnti christian power, or a false ehurcli, 
should arise having its seat in the city ot Rome. This power is 
minutely described with all it should do, and the errors it should 
teach, in Dan. vii. xi., Rev. *_xix., 2 Tlmss. ii-, 1 Tim. iv., 2 Pet. iL, 
&c. No one who impartially examines the subject can fail to see 
that this is evidently a predict io:i of the i i-c .iml c^il'li.slnnent of the 
Papacy ; and the Church of Rome, by fulfilling these prophecies, and 
thus siii'iviiitf herself to be the predicted api>-t;icv, has jjiven another 
remarkable proof that the records wlik-l)Ct>i>t:iin tlnw predictions can 
have come from no other source than from that Ileiug who alone 
knows the future. Well may the Romish clergy discountenance ; ' 
prohibit when they can, the reading of the scriptures by the 



main unbelief ? lien may fr»cj U»t «* lew* m 
•liey net conscientiixiily, what lliej believe »* uf little caawe- 
uence, (a principle which wvuhi omA<irid all diattnctijtta 
istween right and wrong, truth and Lil*eb*yi ;) bat in tbr 
lice of mil- h evidence, unbelief i*« sin of the icr]** djr. Ya, 
is surely M We exist, we shall hare to aiu-vcr for nor btlirf 
i «■ our practice ; ami as surely aa there la truth in 
< surely shall " be that belicvclh out be daamed," 
rur the mouth of the Lord bath xpoltcn it. (Mark »ri 1'j.j 
And in tbe nature of things it moat be »9, for to diabelicve 
Gad's word is to make him a liar, and nut tw believe " the 
record which God has given m of hi* 8cm," u to reject 
the only name under Heaven given amoaig bkmj whereby 
be saved. - ' (Acta iv. 12.) Tu account ibe Word 
...f God a cunningly devised fable, or through jiride or Jireju 
to deny an; of the saving truth* which the Spirit ha* 
recorded there, and thus to reaiM the grace of God, which 
lumldleadus to the iKkimn-WgrQeut of the truth, whereby we 
might he saved, is surely to commit that sin which shall never 
be forgiven, either in this wcrld or in that which is to come, 
( Jlstt. Xii. 22.) for it is to sin against tlie only remedy pro- 
vided for sin, and tu shut uurselve> up iti impenitence and 
unbelief. 

Some men disbelieve through ignorance. But in a 
country like thia, where the Bible abounds, and light is dif- 
fused on every aide, ignorance ia altogether inexcusable, In 
a court of justice ignorance is never allowed an an excuse for 
the transgression of die law, and in tbe court of the King of 
Kings it never can La pleaded to justify rebellion, rjbme 
disbelieve through sin. This is the moat prevalent MOM "T 
scepticism and infidelity. Men love darkness rather than 
light, because their deeds are evil. They will not come to the 
light, lest their deeds should he reproved. (John iii. 19, 20.) 
A dread of the wrath to come o 
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dislike to the restraints of religion, and the devotion of the 
soul to God which it requires, or the humiliating doctrine of 
the cross, makes men wish, sometimes perhaps unknown to 
themselves, that the Bible may not he true, and hence they 
eagerly catch at any specious arguments, however empty, 
which they hear or read of against it. Some are led to profess 
themselves unbelievers by a weak and silly vanity. They 
think it a mark of a strong mind to be superior to appro, 
hensions which others feel, and a proof of intellect to be above 
what they consider prejudice. " Professing themselves wise 
" thoy become fools." Fools indeed, when they weakly affect 
to despise that which is the " wisdom of God," and which has 
commanded the veneration and homage of the highest intel- 
lects among the sons of men. These are the causes of un- 
belief. Whenever, then, you meet with a man who disbe- 
lieve- or cavils at the Bible, be sure that he is eithenewy 
ignorant, ven/ rfepmvrd. or very weak and silly. One or ill 
of these he must be. And is such a man a fit guide on such 
a momentous subject? And whenever you hear any argu- 
ment or objection against the Bible which you cannot answer, 
or meet with anything in it which appears strange to you, Or 
which you do not understand, have the good sense to sup- 
pose that possibly the difficulty might admit of an explanation 
did you know more of the subject, that God is not hound to 
speak in the way in which you think expedient, and that in a 
revelation from the Most High it would he strange indeed if 
tliere were not some tilings above man's coin prehension ; and 
do not be so weak as to imagine tlat you have more under. 
standing than the crowds of talented and learned men who 
have in all ages believed the Bible to be the word of God, 
notwithstanding such objections. Beware of " an evil heart of 
unbelief," and learn to reverence tlv.it book which. 
lineat philosopher* lias so tru\y 




" God fur its author, salvation for. its end, and truth, without 
: ;mv mixture of error, for its matter." 

Ag=iin, if the Bible is the Word of God, then we must 
takfl it solely sod entirely as the rule of faith : nothing must 
be added to it, and nothing must lie suhstracted from it. It 
was, in fuel, written for this very purpose; (Luke i. 4; 
John xx. :)1 ; 12 Pet. i. 15;) and is in all respects sufficient 
fur it. (Ibid and 2 Tint. iii. 15. 16.) Holy Scripture, as 
OH Church tridy says, " contain eth all things necessary to 
" salvation, so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be 
•' proved thereby, is not to be required of any man that it 
*' should be believed as au article of faith, or be thought 
" requisite or necessary to salvation.'' (Art. 0, Oh. of Eug.) 
How greatly then, does the Curoh of Home err when she 
puts her Vague and unacriptural traditions, which she calls the 

« ord, on a par with the word of God ; thus, like the 
Jewiof old, " making the commandments of God of none effect 
" by her traditions," and when she adds the Apocrypha to the 
only without a scrap of evidence of its divine 
origin, but in defiance uf the plainest proof to the contrary !* 
The Church is, indeed, the "pillar and ground of the truth," 

■ long as she keeps the truth. If any branch of the 
Church departs from the truth, (for the whole Church never 
will — Matt. xvi. 18) it is no longer a church of Christ, but 
tlie synagogue of Sat.au, (Rev. ii. 9,) and will be swept away 

" In some uf tin? Apoei -i ; -1 ■ :il luniks tln> writers seem to disclaim 
an pretensions to iiispiriiiie.n,:ib. in 1 Mncc. ix.27,und 2 Mace. ii. 23,32. 
In bo me they apologize for their defects, as in the Prologue of Jesus 
to Ecclesuisliens, and in 2 Mace. XV. 38. In 2 Mace xiv. 42, the 
writer commends self-murder, and the similar id' Wisdom, chap. viii. 20, 
denies original sin. None of these books exhibit any internal marks 
at" inspiration. They tire never blinded to by our Lord or any of his 
Apostles, though llie books of the Old Testament are repeatedly 
'""key were never considered by th" ' ■ ah 
received as »ii'\\ \i\ toAWviv.a 



ijuuted in the New. They were never considered by tl> 
divine, ami "ere never reteWed. as sae\\ m \Vt V'.Vv'is.M\sa 
• ttfceGjuneilof Tri:-m,hi the veav Ui©\ \\\e WavM"?". cft^* 
(fiein to be the Word of God. SW now a*v? itts »' t!Wa * 1 
'prayers for the dead, and some eAlver utusra. 
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and destroyed as some of tlie churches mentioned in scripture, 
such as Lh.it at Ephesus, Sardis, Laodicea, &c. have been, 
and as the Church of Rome will he. (Rom. w. 1D-22 ; Rev. 
xix.) And how greatly do the Soeinians err on the other 
hand in denying the authority of so many passages and even 
chapters of scripture, because they contradict their peculiar 
notions, thus virtually substracting From the word of God. 
In the concluding chapter of that Word there is a fearful judg r 
meat denounced against every one who shall he guilty of either 
of those sins. " I testify to every man that hearetli the words 
" of the prophecy of this book, if any man shall add unto 
'■ these things, God shall add unto him tlje plagues that are 
" written in this book. And if any man shall take away' 
" from the words of the hook of this prophecy, God shall 
" take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the 
" holy city, and from the things which are written in til's 
"book." (Rev. xxii. 18,10.) 

Again, if the Bibleis the Word of God, then we must take 
its declarations in their plain and obvious meaning, explaining 
one part by another, wherever the sense appears obscure. We 
must not try to make it agree with our preconceived notions, 
or interpret it to suit tradition or anything else. Tradiiiuu is to 
be judged by scripture, and not scripture by tradition. " To 
" the law and to the testimony, if they speak not according to 
" this word, it is because there is no light in them." (fsu. 
viii. 21) ) Tradition never was, and never will be, a sure 
guide. In the antldiluvian world, with all the advantage 
which the longevity of man would afford, it could not preserve 
the truth from universal corruption. After the flood the light 
was soon again lost, and in the time of the patriarchs idolatry 
overspread the earth. Under the law the Jews followed 
tradition, and by so doing made the Word of God of none 
effect (Mark vii. 13), and were led to reject the gospel 
last to crucify the Lord of Glory (Gal. i. \$,\A; 3o\rti' 
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M.itt. xv. 3). In the Christian Church tradition has not 
proved less fallacious. We only know of one tradition which 
prevailed generally in the dayl of the Apostles, and that one 
was false (see John xxi. 22, 23). Others were attempted to 
be introduced into the church by teachers who professed to be 
followers of the doctrine of ihe Apostles, as we learn from Acts 
xv. 24 j 2 Thes. ii. 1-3; Gal.iii. 1, 2; vi. 12, against which 
the early Christiana were earnestly warned, Iu the Romish 
church tradition is pleaded in support of the most erroneous 
doctrines, and to justify the most extravagant idolatrv which 
the world has ever witnessed.* And so, through the corruption 
of man, will it ever lead tu error where it is adopted as n guide, 
unless subordinated to the word of God. Wherefore St. 
Paul warns the christian world against it ; " Beware lest any 
" man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 
" tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not 
1 after Christ." (Col. ii. 8.) "Whatever things were written 
" aforetime were written for our learning, that we through 
" patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope." 
(Rom. xv. 4.) Wherefore we having " this more sure 
" word of prophecy," or scripture teaching, shall " do well 
" to take heed to it, as unto a light that shineth in a dark 
" place." (2 Pet. i. 19.) We must bring every thing to 
the test of God's Word, and admit nothing which does not 
fully agree with it, after the example of the Bareans, who are 
commended because they would not receive what even 

• According to the doctrine of transuhstantiation, tie bread and 
wine in the sacrament, when blessed !>y llir; priest, are supposed to be 
changed immediately into the body, blood, soul, and divinity of our 
Lord, the origiuul suli-taur.s b-inu' entirely ituhihilated, and theBe 
things arc accordingly wor-shippi'il with divine honour. The annuls 
of paganism afford no parallel to this. The utmost extent to which 
heathen idolatry is carried is to suppose the idol to become the habi- 
tation of the divinity whom it represents. It is never supposed to 
h*ve its substance annihilated, or to be transmuted iuto the divinity 
itself ; and its votaries are never required to disbelieve the 0' ' " 
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Apostles taught, till they had carefully searched the Scriptures, 
to see if these things were so. (Acts xvii. 11.) 

And stiil lesB mast we torture and twist, and put a forced 
construction on every passage of Scripture which contradicts our 
prejudices, or which we may fancy to be unreasonable, becaiwe 
the doctrine it teaches involves truths above our comprehension. 
The province of reason is to judge of the evidences of Scrip- 
ture, whether they are sufficient tu proye it to be the Wurd 
of God. When this paint is established, then we must receive 
what it tenches in faith; and as long as we find nothing con- 
trary to reason, which there is not in the whole compass of the 
Bible, we must receive the truths it declares in a huruble and 
teachable mind, however far it may be beyond the power 
of our reason to comprehend them. In a revelation which 
treats of the nature and character of God, and the ways of 
Him whose " path is in the sea, and whose footsteps a 

'known" we might naturally expect to meet with m»ay 
things beyond our comprehension. Were there no mysteries 

n the Bible, it might well raise a doubt of its being from 
God. And shall we object to " heavenly things" because we 
cannot comprehend them, when we cannot understand ( 

irthly things?" Who can explain the growth of a blade 
of grass, the falling of a leaf, the operation of the will upon 
the animal frame, or almost any thing in, or around. 
When we cannot comprehend the commonest operations of 
nature, it is irrational indeed to object, as many who call 
themselves Christians do, to any doctrine in God's Word, 
merely because it i3 mysterious. Surely arrogance and 
impiety can go no further. 

t of due regard to the teaching and authority of 
God's Word is the cause of all the dissensions which distract 
the Christian world. Would men honestly take the Bible for 
their guide, all serious errors and all animosity would c 
and truth and harmony would everywhere prevail. 



would soon fall, for not only it not one of its peculiar doctrines 

be found in the Word of God, but they are for the most 

irt directly and diametrically at variance with it, us for 

stance, the impious pretension which the priests malte of 

firing up our Lord in the mass as a sacrifice for sin, when it 

•o plainly and repeatedly declared that his death upon the 

oss was the one great a:\djiniil offering (Heb. bo and »), tind 

tat he ascended into heaven never to return till the restitution 

'all things (Acts, i. 11; iii. 21) ; the multitude i if mediators 

with God which they have invented when one only is appointed 

Tim. ii. 5 ; John xiv. 6), their use of pictures anil images. 

the service of God so pointedly forbidden { Kxud. xx. 4, 5), 

eir prayers In an unknown tongue so plainly condemned 

1 Cor. xiv. 2-10), &c. &C. Socinianistn would in like manner 

soon pass away, for it is little more than a meagre system of 

egutives, denying almost every tiling that Christiana believe, 

divinity of our Lord, which is so evidently the 

octrine of Scripture that, independent of the Old Testament, 

scarcely possible to open a page of the New where this 

doctrine, as well as the manhood of Christ, is not either plainly 

eclared, or implied so clearly that nothing hut the most inge- 

ions perversion or far fetched con* t ruction of the text can 

vade it, while the whole scheme of redemption rests uj 

rand truth. Thus would eveiy system speedily perish 

which is opposed to, or not based upon, the Word of God. 

'rnfeswng Christians, too, would learn to see the sinfulness of 

hism, or needlessly rending the Church, the body of Christ 

Cor. 10-13 ; iii. 3, 4 ; xii. 25), and the guilt of injuring 

y church " founded on the apostles and prophets, and having 

Jesus Christ himself for the chief corner stone." Diffe. 

ices on points not clearly revealed, and therefore not essen- 

al, there might and would be, but men would cease to insist 

these things as matters of primary importance, and ai"w 

; on ail the fundamental articles of religion, 
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bear with each other on minor points, and " hold the faith in 
" unity of spirit and in the bond of peace." 

Again, if the Bible is the word of God, then we must take 
it as the rule of our conduct as well as the rule of our ftith, 
and live according to its precepts. It was always intended tn 
be a "lamp unto our feet and a light unto onr paths," (Pi 
cxix. 105). The Israelites were enjoined to hare the wont 
of God in their hearts and to instruct their households ii 
" Thou ebalt teach them diligently unto thy children, awl 
" shalt talk of them when thou sit test in thy house, and i 
" thou walkest by the way, and when thou iiest doivn, 
" when thou riaest up. And thou shalt write them upon tot 
" posts of thy house and on thy gates," (Den. vi. 7, t*). Onr 
Lord commanded the people to search the Scriptures, (John 
v. 391 and frequently appealed to them, " What is written > 
" how readest thou ?" (Luke x. 2fi ; Matt. iv. 4, 7, 10). The 
Gospels, Acts, and Epistles were written for our uw (John 
xx. 81; Lnkei. 1-4; Acts i. 1; Col. iv. lti; 2 Pet. i.14,15). 
and every one is pronounced blessed that hears and rends Gou"^ 
Word (Rev. i. 3), and finally, we are told that "alt Scripture 
"is profitable, not only for doctrine, but for reproof, for 
"correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of 
"God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
" works," (2 Tim. iii. 16, 17). If, then, the Bible has been 
written and preserved especially for our guidance and direc- 
tion, how shall those escape who disregard it, or suffer it hi 
lie neglected on their shelves till the sentence of their eou- 
demnation might be written in the dust uponjits cover ? And 
how shall those teachers escape who, under pretence of teaching 
a more excellent way, withhold the Scriptures from the people, 
defraud them of the charter of tlieir salvation, and rob them 
of the bread of life which a merciful God has provided for 
perishing souls f Search the Scriptures, then, like the noble 
■ mentioned in the Acts, " daily,*' as it is your 



..privilege to do, and learn lo "have respect unto all the 

>mniaildments." But, remember, you muit seek tliegrace 

God tW illumination and strength, or 100 will read and 

HOi If the Bible is the Word of God, then dmibt- 

i the Spirit who gave it can alone enalwe us to understand 

ii licit we may discern it* Bering truth* and apply them to 

i Mr Iftrn if our souls. We must \>r taught *>f Godi Without 

s Uk; Bible will remain a sealed book to u) to every saving 

we shall continue in darkness and tteadneas still. 

e Bible, is in the moral and spiritual, wltnt tlie sun is in tin 1 

U'rial. 11 mill. It is a bright and glorious light shining in a 

"The light Bin net li in darkness, and the dark- 

. inudeth it not." (John i, 5), The world lietli in 

ikedness. Mini are dead in trespasses mid sin.s, and us long 

tliey continue i" this statu they cull no more discern and 

oice ill the glory ■■{ the Sun of Righteousness which the 

than a blind man can perceive the li^lit of tbe 

\ iu the iirm.-mient, or a dead man feel its warmth. Hence 

ia that we need tlie grace of God's Holy Spirit, Wbeu this 

j-n-jTi, " the dead will hear the voice of the 8oa«£Pod, and 

hey that hear shall live.'' 

It ia easy to believe the Bible to be from God, The 

IP dear and eonclnsive that the only wonder is that 

bo found perverse enough to resist it. But it is 

tifcuieasy to see and to embrace "the truth ns it is in Jesus," 

d M " believe with tlie heart unto righteousness." Justili- 

:ion through faith alone in the imputed righteousness of a 

iciried and Almighty Redeemer was " a stumbling block to 

and was also, as it ever will be, " foolishness to 

. ." the wise of this world; while the renewal of 

. .i l!i!.-.-Liiii-(ilic!i!'Mi> pf the witf, and the elevation 

iU. hopes mid desire* to things above, are strange and 

itarttful tn those vi hoae thoughts and directions are centred 

" Tbe natural tnuu receiveLh not the things of „ 



" tbe Spirit of God, for they are 
" can he know tbetn, because tier are spiritually discerned" 
(1 Car. ii. J 4.) " Tbe carnal mind i* enmity strainst Gtd. 
" (vr it it not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
" be. (Rom. viii. 7-) This is tbe secret scarce of tbe mi 
blindness: of men to gospel truth, sod of tbe dmrinra 
repugnance which they manifest to spiritual things. Bnt (at 
" preparations of tbe beait are from the Lord," (Pr*»r. xri, L| 
He con take away the blindness and enmity, and give 
stead the knowledge and love of the truth. Settle it in yen 
mind., then, as a certain principle, that God alone can 
you profitably to understand and attend to bis word, and he 
earnest in prayer for the help of his Holy Spirit to enlighttn 
your understanding and to bring home to your heart all 
you read. It is for want of attending to this plain and obvious 
duty that so many great and learned 
the true meaning of the Bible, which can never be savingly 
understood without divine teaching. (1 Cor. ii. 10-14.} IE 
you earnestly pray for the Holy Spirit to guide yon into all 
truth, yon will not be disappointed, for God has promised to 
give his Spirit to them that ask him, and " good and upright 
" is the Lord, and therefore will he teach sinners in the way." 
And "receive with meekness the engrafted word which s 
" able to save your souls." Read the Bible with a humble 
and teachable mind. If you read it only with a disposition to 
cavil and find fault, or interpret it just to suit yonr own 
nutions, you will derive no advantage from it ; but if, sensible 
of your ignorance, you desire to receive instruction, depending 
on God for aid, you will not read it in vain. " To this man 
" will I look saith the Lord, even to him that is poor and of » 
" contrite spirit, and that trembleth at my word." ** The 
" meek lie will guide in judgment, and the meek will he teach 
" in his way." And read it with a resolution to practice what 
you learn. " Be ye doers of the word and not hi 



hearers nth 
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" deceiving your own selves. Whoso looketh into the perfect 
'• law of liberty, and contiuueth therein, he being not a for- 
" get fill hearer, but a d«er of the work, this man shall be 
" blessed in his deed." 

Lastly, how inexpressibly thankful ouglit we to be t« 
Almighty God for the " glad tidings" of salvation which the 
Bible proclaims, confirmed as they are by such a mass of 
unquestionable evidence to the truth of His Holy Word. 
Every one is conscious of sin, and every one feels an appre- 
hension of the consequence. Whence comes that instinctive 
dread of death which all men naturally feel, but from an 
apprehension of evil in a future state, which conscience tells 
us we have deserved i And reason confirms this testimony. 
No one is so stupid as not to know that it is the first duty of 
* rational being to serve the God who made him. All the 
rrational creation fulfil their Maker's will, and surely man 
ought to " serve him in his body, and in his spirit, which are 
God's." But this we have not done. Every one is con. 
ious that he has come short of his duty, and done innume- 
rable things displeasing in the sight of Heaven. He cannot 
tisfy himself with the reflection that since he is weak and 
all, if lie does his best he shall be accepted, because he 
tows that he has not done all that he might, and therefore 
ight to have done, and he must he conscious that in his heart 
J is alienated from God. Nor can he derive any comfort 
Ota reflecting on the mercy of God, for God must he just 
d righteous, and holy too; and justice requires him to 
i, righteousness not to acquit the guilty, and hnli- 
ess to reject the sinner. " How, then, shall man be just 
with God," and he rendered innocent and fit to enter his 
Shall he repent and do well in future? But 
is alone will not suffice, for repentance cannot atone for 
st offences where perfect obedience is due, nor remove the 
tin of guilt from the soul of the sinner. Where, t 



he look for aid? No created being can help him. The 
highest angel that stands before the throne of God, and re- 
joices in the brightness of his glory, can do no more than his 
duty. After he bus done all lie is but "an unprofitable aer- 
' vant" to Hint to whom all he can render is due. He can 
have no right, therefore, and no interest to demand a suspen. 

it of llie eternal decrees of justice in favour of the criminal; 

* can he have any superfluous holiness to impart to those 
who are deficient. But what the whole creation could DM 
effect God has accomplished. " The Lord laid help an on? 
' that if nighty." God sent his Son into tie world 
the propitiation for our sins ; {John iii. 14-17; Bom. iii. 25.) 
and he who " was bo in the form of God as to be equal with 
'God, made himself of no reputation," but took 
upon him to make the necessary expiation. (Phil. ii. G-8.) 
He died upon the cross, and made bis soul an offering for sin, 
(Isa. liii.; 2 Cor. v. 21), and being one with the Father in 
the Divine essence (John x. 30 ; xiv. 9-11} his death m the 
flesh had a virtue and efficacy in it sufficient to expiate the 
tins of all the world. (1 John i. 7 ; ii- 2.) " God was in 
" Christ, reconciling the world unto himself." (2 Cor. v. 19) 
and by this means his truth was vindicated and a way opened 
for the exercise of his mercy, without compromising ha 
justice. * 

And not ouly did our blessed Lord die to expiate the 
PJJJt of our sins, hut lis became obedient to the law in order 
to work out a righteousness for us for the completion of our 
justification before God. The sinner has not only incurred 
the penalty of the law by his transgressions, but he is desti- 
tute of that righteousness which is required by the law and 
justice of God for his acceptance. And this righteousness he 
never can attain to of himself, for he cannot keep one single 
part of the dirine Jaw as it ought to \»e \te^t, " vttaxef<w« bf 
" deeds of the law shall no flesh tie. ju&xVneA \ 



But Curia* is " made unto us righteousness." (1 Cor. i. 30.) 
" He is the Lord our right eonsness." (Jet. xxiii, tJ.) He 
lias V brought in everlasting righteousness, (Dan. ix. 34), 
" having fulfilled all righteousness" for us, From infancy 
until he " becanio obedient unto the death of the cross" lie 
rendered an entire and complete obedience to the divine law, 
and by so doing wrought out a perfect righteousness, not for 
himself, for lie bad no occasion to submit to the law, hot for 
us; "even the righteousness of God which is by 1'nitJi of 
■' Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe" 
(Horn. iii. 22) being imputed to every true believer in Christ. 
(Rom. iv. II.) " Therefore as by the offence of one judg- 
" meat came upon nil men to condemnation ; even so by the 
1 righteousness of one, the free gift came upon all men unto 
•' justification of life. For as by one man's disobedience 
■• many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one, shall 
'■ many be made righteous, (Rom. v. IIS, 19) even as many as 
become true believers in Jesus C'hri&t. God regards nil such 
as clothed ra the robe of tbe Redeemer's righteous ness. and 
deals with them as if they had always been obedient to 
the law, rewarding them according to their faith and devotion, 
as manifested in their lives and conduct. 

lu this manner the difficulties in the way of man's salvation 
have been removed, and God can now "be just," true to his 
attributes and perfections, which require him to condemn sin 
and to exact an atonement for transgression, and yet "the 
"justitier of them that believe in Jesus." (Rom. iii, 2(i.) Hut 
for this method of redemption which the wisdom and goodness 
of God alone could have devised, and the power of God alone 
could bare executed, we cannot conceive how his mercy and 
righteous nets could have been reconciled with his justice. 
Had God pardoned sin without an adequate atonement which 
none but an Almighty Redeemer wi\\\l to« TOaifcjVft-swc 
aot have been just, for justice tecpiwes, i\s ^wkv^hki 



meat which 
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had he unconditionally acquitted the sinner and taken him to 
his favour, lie would net have been righteous, for "u righteous 
"judge can by no means clear the guilty." And on the other 
hand, had he punished the sinner as he deserved how could 
he have exercised his mercy ? But now the difficulty is 
removed, and " mercy and truth are met together ; righteous- 
" nets and peace hare kissed each other." (Ps. XXXV. 10.) 

Such is the provision made for the justification of man, for 
the pardon of his sin and the acceptance of his person as 
righteous before God. As soon as we believe in Christ and 
embrace him as " the Lord our righteousness," we are imme- 
diately justified. Though sinful in ourselves, yet for his sake 
we are accounted and dealt with as if free from guilt and 
altogether righteous before God. And continuing in m 
faithful dependence on him, the blessing is renewed and 
confirmed to us from day to day ; the sins and transgressions 
we are daily committing through the infirmity of the flesh and 
our remaining corruption, being continually forgiven us ami 
our obedience accepted for his sake. "By him all that believe 
"are justified from all things, from which they could not he 
"justified by the law of Moses," (Acts xiii. 3!)), nor in any 
other way that we can conceive. Hence Christ is held up lu 
us in Scripture as the great object of our belief and dependence. 
He is "the Lamb of God which taketh away the sins of the 
"world," shadowed out and represented in the sacrifices of 
the Old Testament, and set forth to us in the New us offered 
up on the cross for the redemption of mankind. " Search the 
"Scriptures," says he, "for they are they which testify ■ of 
"me." (John v. 39-) " To him," says St. Peter, " give all 
"the prophets witness that through his name whosoever 
"believeth in him shall receive remission of sins." (Acts x. 43.) 
The knowledge of Christ is the one thing needful, because he 
Js the only way of reconciliation \v\t\i our offieniei 'M.'Jtw. 
Being "delivered for our offences ani TaWi »%«nv r 
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iati ficjtioc" (Ron. ir. 25). be m now m kk baron nilure 
*d at the right tied of G«d (Rom- »iii. 34). where " be 
r liveth to make int w o w ioB far at" (Hrb. riL 25), the 
■ only Mediator bet went God and men (1 Tim. iL 5), 
ire ban access by the Spirit to the Father. 
Ephs. ii. 18.) Be inrite* erery one wewr and bearr laden 
a sin tn oocne arXa him far rat, (Uatt- xi. 28-30,) as the 
tily war ta the Father, (John xir. 6 ) with an —rimae 
that be ahall in no ariae be cant out. (John *i. 37-) And 
e bare not an high priest " who cannot be touched with a 
■ fading of our infirmities,; bnl one who tu tn all point* 
' templed like aa we are, yet without tin ." Therefore, instead 
E beaitating in do.bt. or shrinking back with fear at the 
thought* of addressing the awful Mnjei.tv of Heaven, we mar 
i Krone of grace," n&gnred that if we do lu 
n full reliance on him, " we sJiall obtain merer, an J find grace 
every time of need." ! UA,. ir. 15, Hi.) " The 
' Father bath given all thingi into his hand," (John iii. 3a), 
and "be Bible tu save to the uttermost all that come unto 
*' Godbrhhn." (Heb. rit. 25.) 

But itnee justification implies not only the cancelling of 
i also the imputation of Christ's righteousness to 
t, by which a title to eternal life is conferred upon us, it is 
am feat that we never are, or can he, justified until the soul 
brought into such a state as to fit it in some degree for glory- 
' made meet to be partaken) of the inheritance 
" of the haints in light." (Col. i. 12 ) To accomplish this, 
t change, it is evident, must be wrought in our natural 
ecmditi'iii. Naturally we have no disposition to love and 
«God, and consequently could have no gratification in the 
purity and holiness of heaven. With no taste for spiritual 
ga, and incapable of any enjoyment but what is derived 
i the things' of this world, we could not be happy in 
*a were we admitted there, for it would present u 
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nothing suited to our inclinations and desires. Nor could 
Gud, who is " of purer eyes than lo behold evil," and in wbt«e 
" atgbt the heavens are not clean," admit us into his presence 
with hearts so corrupt, and feelings so estranged and aiie. 
nated from him. There is, in fact, a contrariety between ibe 
nature of God and the nature of man, so great as to prevent 
all communion between them, except the one or the other 
be totally changed. God is unchangeable. Man, therefore, 
must he changed. He must have new tastes and disposition 
given him, a love of God, and a capacity and relish for spiritnil 
things. This is exactly what the Word of God declares. It 
tells us that we must have a new heart and spirit, (Ez. xviii. 
31), be converted, (Acts iii. 19), he made new creatures, 
(2 Cor. v. 175. 1 )ut "f tfte °1^ man m nature " which is era. 
" rupt according to the deceitful lusts, he renewed in the 
" spirit of our minds, and put on the new man, which, after 
" God, is created in righteousness and true holiness." (Eph. 
iv. 22-24.) But bow is this to be done ? " Can the 
" Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard his spots ?'" No 
more can man work this change in himself. It must be 
wrought in him by the .Spirit of God, which alone can change 
the heart. When this is effected then we are said to be 
" regenerated" or " born again," because we are introduced, 
as it were, into a new state of existence ; to be sons of God, 
because then we are the children of God by adoption and 
grace, and enabled to entertain the feelings of children ton-aid* 
him. (Gal. iv. 5, *i.) Tlienurewe true believers, and "paaed 
" from death unto life," being justified, or delivered from ■ 
state of condemnation, and translated into a state in which we 
are enabled to live to God here, preparatory to living with him 
eternally hereafter. A principle of holiness is then infused 
into the soul which increases, or ought to increase, through 
life. This is the commencement of its saiicxAiiaJSinv. 
/ iti cut i on is indispensably necessary \.o s'sW^Aaotv, few " 






holiness do mu shall *- the Lord' <Heb. li. 14), or be 
rewired into bearen, into which sothiag earthly or uMy 
enter. (Her. ni. 27.) And h wu> be tfewd Bent, far 
liere is no further change in the grarr. ( Ecc. it- 10 ; 2 CW. 
U 3 ; Ber. xxii. 11.) Sanctifieation is a progressive week, 
'he seeds of it are town at jostificali™. la {act, wiihoat 
lis, justification cannot take place, far if " there u no con- 
demnation to then that are :n Christ Jr-m," it Is to them 
only " who walk not after the 4eah but after the Spirit." 
1 ) And it is afterward* continued and ■drmoeed 
ry the influence t»f God'* ence, which, like erery other mercy, 
derived to as through Chrtit, who " is exulted to be ■ 
Prince mid » Saviour to fire repentance and the fsrgivtpf 
and " is made nnto u» of God, window, and rigbte- 
and sanctiScaiion and redemption," every thing 
hat we renoire. (Acta r. .11 ; 1 Cor. i 3l»: Col. iii. 11.) 
These glorious truths, revealed in his Word anil applied 
to the soul by hU Spirit, are the means employed by God to 
bring Da into a state of peace and reconciliation with himself, 
id to sanctify and prepare us for future blessedness and 
;lory. (Rom. x. 17 I John xvii. 17.) God of his sovereign 
lercy first mores the will bv his grace, without which we can 
o nothing (Phil. ii. 13), and enlightening the understanding 
to discern the great truths of tiie gospel, enables us tu see 
■e clearly His justice, righteousness, and holiness, bis 
ed of sin and our lost condition in consequence, and the 
«ienee being alarmed, be leads us bv bis grace to repeal 
to desire to forsake sin, and to flee for refuge to the hope set 
before us in the redemption offered in Christ : and thus we 
; justified through faith, and accepted for th« imputed 
hteousness of the Redeemer. Being led to nn llic- wonders 
redeeming love, we sre brought to love him who .il.niil 
i'ur affections are puriuud, Khft ana tasaXMt Av»«Av> 
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in the soul, we have more and more satisfaction in the service 
of God, and are fitted for a higher state of happiness in heaven 
where various degrees of blessedness exist, " as one star dif. 
"■ fereth from another star in glory." At the same time being 
enabled to render o more complete obedience to the divine 
will we prove our faith and devotion by our conduct, and thus 
while we are finally placed in that state for which we a. 
prepared here, we are nevertheless rewarded according to our 
works. But the reward is '' of grace," 
due to in fur what we have done. From first toiast salvation 
is of God's free mercy through faith, bestowed upon us a 
gift, (Ephes. ii. 8, 9,) and we are called and fitted for it by 
his sovereign grace. (Rom. viii. 30; I Cor. xv. 10.) 

Such is the "gospel," the "glad tidings" of salvation 
proclaimed in the Word of God. Such is the glorious scheme 
designed for man's redemption, the way in which sin is to be 
pardoned, the divine justice satisfied, and the sinner justified, 
sanctified, and saved. How inexpressibly thankful ought we 
to be for these glorious and wonderful tidings. And how much 
ought it to increase our gratitude when we reflect on the n 
ef evidence with which it has pleased God to confirm the 
truth of his Holy Word in which these tidings are contained 
— evidence so strong and incontrovertible that all the art a 
sophistry in the world cannot shake or invalidate it. 

Justification by faith alone is the grand doctrine of the 
Bible, and the doctrine of all the Protestant churches, and of 
all who follow the Bible. It is set forth with great clearness 
and care in the Articles of the English Church, and it is ft 
faithfully declared in the Catechism of the Church of Scotland, 
and in the Helvetian, French, Augsburg, and Wirtemburgh 
Confessions, adopted by the various Protestant churches of 
the continent. It was universally held in the primitive church, 
and was the doctrine professed in the early church at Rome, 
from St. Paul's Epistle to the 1 



ie Roman* 




every pUnagJe— pu*it»w ** babter wp — r wi wd xd lay. 
But when we are braefe t. M that -'the MoMof Jam 
" clennaeth frota all •rin." and that on embracing Christ as MR 
Saviour, we are iaKified throagfc his wrin, ami accepted m 
righteooi before God — when we are enabled to reent* in til 
iu fullneai the Scripture doctrine. " By gtwce ye are *a*ed. 
"through faith, and that not of rnurselrcs. it is the (i:1 of 
" God ; not of wurks Jest any man should tuast 
8, 9)— then we hare a solid foundation for ear hope. " BeJwa; 
"justified by faith, we hare pence with Gad llirutijtk owr 
" Lord Jesus Christ, and can rejoice in Iiojh' of i 
"God." 

Ju«ifieation hv fnith is the only source of right n 
As long as we think to be sand bj mt m n ww i 
be tempted to regard God n an «nMn gwM 
judge. We may fear, but wfl shiill I 
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quently mir obedience will be cold and constrained. iiut 
" love is the fulfilling of the law." Love is that only princi. 
ple which can prompt to hearty ;ind willing obedience, and no 
other obedience can be pleasing and acceptable to God. Now 
the doctrine that we are justified by faith in the atoning sa- 
crifice of Christ provided by the mercy and loving kindness 
of God, exhibits our Heavenly Father in such an endearing, 
and infinitely amiable, light, as to call forth all our gratitude 
and praise; and when there is any grace in the heart, " »re 
" love him who so loved us." Thus instead of the spirit of 
tttMage, lliv spirit of adoption pervades the soul, and instead 
of servile fear, filial confidence and affection take possession 
of the heart. The mercies of God constrain us to present our 
" bodies a living sacrifice" to his service, and become an ani- 
mating motive to obedience, so that "serving in newness of 
" spirit, we have our fruit unto holiness, and the end ever- 
" lasting life." 

Justification by faith is also the only thing that will avail 
nsin the day of judgment. The Romanists generally regsrd 
the day of judgment as a day of terror. And well they may, 
for all who, Jike them, expect to be justified, in any degree, 
by their works, may well tremble to appeal before a pure, 
and holy, and heart-searching God. But the scriptures W 
the righteous to look forward to it as a day of deliverance, of 
joy, and of triumph, (1 Cor. xv. 55-57; 1 Thess. iv. 13-18 ; 
2 Thess. ii. 13 ;) and in the cases of Simeon and St. Paul we 
see how faith in Christ as our righteousness can enable the 
believer to regard it with calm and holy joy in the secret assur- 
anceof ahappy acceptance. (Lukeii. 211,30; 2 Tim. iv. li-if.) 
And nothing can be better calculated to inspire the pious 
christian with hope and confidence than the reflection that 
he who is to be his judge "loved him and gave himself for 
"him," that through him he might be saved. Many a hurn- 
Ue believer, when his heart has Wen 6Yie\Y\\\« irV.\!a.\w»ft 
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re mercies of redemption, has been enabled to look forward 
to the great day with holy confidence and joy, and in those 
happy moments to participate in the feelings of the beloved 
disciple when lie says (1 John iv. 16.) " We have known 
■'. and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love, 
" and he tli-it dwellelh in love dwelleth in God, and God in 
' him ; herein is our love made perfeet that we may have bold. 
' ness in the day of judgment." What a blessed doctrine 
t can inspire stieh a truniphant hope as this I 
Bnt it is said that this doctrine is a mystery. And is not 
lervllmij; in and around us a mystery? Is there a single 
k of God which we can fully comprehend? The incarna- 
u of Christ for the redemption of man is indeed a great 
mystery. " Great is the mystery of godliness : God was 
■' manifest in the Hesh, justified in the spirit, seen of angels, 
" preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, re, 
' ceived up into glory." (1 Tim, iii. 16.) But if it is a 
mystery in its nature, it is none in its revelation, for it is 
cleerly and plainly revealed in the Word, of God. It breathes 
through every part of the Old Testament, and is typified and 
shadowed out in all the rites and ceremonies of the law. 
which would be unintelligible without it; and in the New it 
is written as with a sunbeam on every page, so that, a3 it was 
?dicted, " be that runs may read," and " the wayfaring 
* nien, though fools, shall not err therein." (Hub. ii. 2; Isa. 
8.) And it is " the wisdom of God in a mystery," 
1 (1 Cor. ii. 7.) for nothing but divine wisdom could have de- 
Ti'sed a plan for our recovery bo exactly suited to our wants, 
And have formed a wny to reconcile mercy with justice, 
ami to enable a God of truth and holiness to pardon and 
mrept the sinners u mjWetj the angels desire to look into. 
(1 Pet. i. 12-) Well may we exdfiW with the Apostle, " O 
" the depth of (Jie riches both oi tta vi'wiwv. aw&Vv.'s^ia^^ 
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" of God!" How infinitely above nil human contrivance 

• ncIi a plnn and system as this ! Ami it is " the power tf 
** God unto salvation to every one that believeth." (Rom. 
16.) Nothing but the power of God could have SooblBpJMkJ 
the redemption of sinners, and the mighty power which* 
truths flf the gospel are capable of exerting on the soul. *wi 
the wonderful changes it has wrought in the world prove it N 
be of God. Of what humBn composition could it ever to 
said that it " is perfect, converting the soul, enlightening uV 
" eyes, and giving wisdom to the simple ?" (Psa. xix. 7, B.] 
What but a divine power can change the most determiMfl 
character, soften the hardest heart, root out the love of the 
world from the son!, nnd plant in its stead the love of God, 
divest death of its sting and the grave of its victory, and give 
to the weakest and must timid the courage and fortitude of 
the martyr? 

Bnt the goodness of God is the attribute which shines 
most gloriously in the scheme of man's redemption. "Herein 
" indeed is love." But who can form any estimate of the 
love of God, " who is rieh in mercy, for his great love where- 
" with he loved us even when we were dead in sins?" Wliat 
are all the temporal blessings which he showers upon us in 
such rich profusion, in comparison of " the exceeding riches 
•' of his grace, in his kindness towards us through GhriBt 
" Jesus?" And who can comprehend, as the Apostle ex- 
presses it, " the breadth, and length, and depth., and height 
"of the love of Christ, which paeseth knowledge?" Truly « 
it said that "God is love." (Uohn iv. 7, Hi.) When the 
glad tidings of the Savioar's incarnation were announced to 
the world on the morning of his birth, a multitude of tli* 
heavenly host appeared, praising God and saying "Glory to 
' God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will towards 

• men." {Luke ii. 13, 14.) And all the servants of God 
mt the universe are represented as rejoicing 
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■alvolitm of man, and as ascribing an account of the wonders 
%£ the redemption, "Blessing, and honour, and power unto 
" Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Itfwnj) for 
" ever and ever." (Rev. v. 11-14.) And shall man alone bo 
insensible to the greatness of the mercy? How ahall we 
escape if we neglect or despise so great salvation, and llm?.. lis 
it were, "tread underfoot the Son of God, and count the 
" Mood of the covenant wherewith we aro sanctified an uu- 
'• holy thing, and do despite to the spirit of grace rV 

Suppose a man in prison for debt, with nothing before his 
eyes lint want and misery ; or suppose him imprisoned lor .1 
capital ofl'ence, and waiting in fear and dread the execution of 
his sentence. And, suppose him to be informed that some 
benevolent individual had, by some unheard-of sacrifice and 
exertions, obtained the power to deliver him from his uiisor\. 
and to place him in comfort, and that lie was disposed anil 
ready to do bo. How would he receive the in formation ': 
Would it not be with unutterable gratitude and delight "" 
Could we suppose that a person so circumstanced would dis- 
regard such intelligence, or obstinately refuse to believe it. 
and tifce a pleasure in endeavouring to prove it false? Or, 
that be would scornfully reject the offered hoon, because lie 
was expected to relinquish bis vicious practices, or because be 
did jiot know how it was obtained, or because the way in 
'.ilrj,li 1I1,: benefit was conferred was not exactly that which 
he thought the best and most reasonable? Could we suppose 
such infatuation possible ? Alas, it is not only possible, but 
mi infatuation infinitely greater is practised by multitude* 
every day in the things that relate to their eternal interests. 
1 ndebted to the justice of God in an amount which they never 
can discharge, polluted with sins which they never can remove, 
and lying under a load of guilt on account of their trans- 
1 gressions, which the whole creation could not expiate, what 
can equal their infatuation, who, for the allurement 
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spirit, with prayer to God to enlighten his mind, and to in. 
crease his faith. Let him seek a nearer acquaintance with 
the Saviour it reveals, and endeavour to " hold the mystery 
" of the faith in a pure conscience," and he wili find that it 
will make him " wise unto salvation through faith that is in 
'■ Christ Jesus." For " to this man will I look, saith the Lord, 
" even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and tl 
'■" trembleth at my Word." 

" Within this awful volume lies 

Tlie mystery of mysteries ; 

Ila]>]iiust tliey of human race, 

To whom their Gad lias given grace, 

To read, to fear, to hope, to i>ray. 

To lift the latch, to force the way ; 

But better had they ua'er been bom, 

Who read to doubt, or read w scorn." 
I have written this, my friends, with an anxious desire that 
it may be the means, by the Divine blessing, of leading j-ou to 
see more clearly, and to feel more deeply, the profound reve- 
rence and veneration with which yon ought to rigard the Bible 
as the Word of the living GimI ; that so you may labour more 
earnestly to escape the wrath it denounces in sue! 
terms against sin and every impenincnt sinner, and flee for 
refuge, to lay hold on the blessed hope set befure yon in tin: 
gospel of Jesus Christ, through whom alone can mercy bu 
extended to any of the sons of men. Some of you, I trust, 
hove been led to see and embrace the saving truths which jr. 
announces, and rejoicing in hope of the giory of God, are 
endeavouring to live as becomes the disciples of Christ, and 
to walk worthy of the vocation wherewith you are called. But 
some of you are dreadfully deficient. Are there not some 
" who hold the truth in unrighteousness, having a form of , 
" godliness hut denying the power thereof?" And are there 
not many who are living more or less in the continual neglect 
of the commonest duties of religion, and of alltUt imiSiwws 
means of grace? Many who only QCQBa!tani&j aXXwi, <Sb« W<m 



of God, habitually turn their back on the table of their Lord, 
neglect the study of his holy Word, and Jive without aiiy 
■erious apprehension of the judgment to come, and any earnest 
dt-siri! ti> prepare for its awful solemnity ? Nay, are there not 
tome who seem to have thrown off all sense of religion ? 
•Some of yim never enter a place of worship at all, and seem 
H b> tMng totally and entirely " without God in the world," 
with m mn idea apparently of a future state than the cattle 
il the fields; just as stupid and indifferent with regard to 
spiritual and eternal things as they are, and far inferior to them 
as to the great end of your creation, for they fulfil their 
Maker's will, and pursue that course which he has assigned 
them ; but you, created for his service, do all you can to 
frustrate the very purpose for which you were called into 
existence. The very heathens will rise up in judgment 
against you in the great day and will condemn you, for the 
most ignorant and degraded among them always make some 
public profession of religion, and desire, however erroneous 
their views may be, to honour the God who made tliem ; 
while you, living in the full light of the gospel, with the 
word of God in your hand, arc as regardless of jour Maker 
as the beasts that perish. God has blessed you with reason in 
order that yon may learn to know him, and look forward to, 
and prepare for a better state hereafter, and what is the use 
you make of this precious gift? Do you not employ it 
altogether in providing for your temporal wants, and in minis- 
tering to your present gratifications? He has given you an 
immortal soul, capable of holding communion with himself, 
and of deriving pleasure and happiness from theesercise of 
I'd through the mercies of the redemption 
r : i Him in bliss and holiness hereafter. This is 
he true glory of mm. This is the exalted privilege which 
Xi'ngaishes liiui above a]J the brute irA\abw.a.TAs. «* tVa fcavCa, 
made him but " a little lower iW \X«s 
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" and crowned him with glorv and honour." But yon live 
regardless of this high privilege. You have no desire for 
spiritual blessings and no wiah to secure this glorious desti- 
nation, but are content to grovel upon the earth, like the 
irrational animals around you, who have no existence beyond 
the present life. Like them you are satisfied to have your 
portion here, provided only you have enough of it, " minding 
I " only earthlv things." But though you may undervalue the 
] high privilege of holding communion with the Father of 
i spirits, though you may have no relish For spiritual things, 
I and no desire for the pure and holy delights of heaven, though 
I you may withhold from God the honour so justly due unto 
I his name for the trim seen dent mercies of his redeeming love, 
I yet remember you were created for his glory, and to his glory 
you must and will be made to minister. " The Lord hath 
" made all things for himself, yea even the wicked for the 
" day of evil." The universe was called into existence in 
order to manifest the Divine glory, and God will have glory 
upon every thing which he has created. If you will not 
glorify him by your obedience, now you will be made to glorify 
his justice and holiness by your punishment hereafter. 

Perhaps you think, with some unreflecting sceptics, that 
God is too great and too highly exalted to take an interest in 
any thing that is done on this little speck in the immense 
extent of his creation by such insignificant creatures us we are; 
or, perhaps vou fancy, with others, who are ignorant of the 
nature of «in, and of the divine justice and holiness, that he 
is too merciful to punish with eternal misery the transgres- 
sions of u few years. Some vague fancy or other no doubt 
• with which you qniet your apprehensions, other, 
le you could never have a moment's peace in your present 
te. But your fancies will not avsiY vim. Gfti. Ski -a.tii\wsn.'c&. 
tct as you, in your prejudice ani ^prarsoRs., 
<g. Whatever you may f ancy , te v/iY y^?? 
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the declarations of his immutable Word. Tint 
nounces " indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish upon 
" every soul of man that doeth evil," and the curse rests, and 
ever will test, on every individual whose sins are not expiated 
by the Mood of Christ, and whose soul is not sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit and prepared for glory, for the truth, and justice, 
and holiness of God imperatively demand it, And vou can 
neither escape his notice nor avoid his wrath however insig- 
nificant you may be before him. The mind of God grasps 
without etfort every thing, and every circumstance in his 
boundless creation ; and his .regards are as intently fixed, in 
every instant of time, on every thing relating to the most 
insignificant atom it contains, as if there were nothing else in 
creation to engage His attention. And He who has fitted up 
this earth with such care, and embellished it with such beau- 
tiful contrivances, that the minutest organized body it con. 
tains is replete with wonders; He who has peopled it with 
such myriads of living beings, that " all nature teems with 
" life," and every drop of stagnant water swarms with minute 
creatures, of whose existence for ages mankind never dreamed ; 
lie who has called this mass of life into existence, and "caring 
" for all he has made," has furnished such multitudes of 
beings, so inconceivably minute, with all the parts and organs 
necessary for the purposes of life, supplying them with every 
thing requisite for its support and enjuymei it— surely your own 
reflection might teach you, were the scriptures silent on the sub- 
ject, that He who has lavished such care and solicitude on the 
most insignificant parts of his creation, which are to endure 
for so short a time, could never be indifferent to the moral 
conduct of beings who are formed with a capacity of rendering 
him a rational service, and with a principle within them 
designed to live for erer. The material creation declares its 
-Maker's glory, mid God will be g\ocine&\^ e"jet^ s^jv 
'genrv Every tlmig around us procVwira -«Uft 
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of God so clearly declares, that it is the first duty of a rational 
being to live to the glory of his Creator, and thnt God will 
■Brig every wort into judgment, with every secret thing, 
whether it be good, or whether it he bad, and reward every 
nian as his works shall he. Insignificant then as you may be, 
and doubtless are in the presence of God, fur " He huuibieth 
" himself when he beholdeth tlie things that are in heaven 
" and in earth,'* yon will find yourselves, if you continue to 
live regardless of him. invested hereafter with a fearful im- 
portance, when you shall be made " a spectacle to men and 
"angels"of the righteous indignation of Gull against sin. Created 
for his glory, you cannot avoid, in some way, ministering to thia 
end. Either yon must glorify him voluntarily now by rendering 
him the honour due unto his name, or you will be made to 
glorify him hereafter by becoming examples of the severity of 
his justice and of his hatred of sin, By the Divine merer 
you are now invited to " glorify God in your body and your 
" spirit which are his," that you may hereafter be received 
into tie glorious company of the redeemed, and among the 
holy angels who surround the throne of God and of the Lamb, 
and who delight in ascribing, " Blessing, and glory, and wisdom,. 
" and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might unto 
" our God for ever and ever." If you persist in withholding 
fmm vour Maker this reasonable service, you must bear the 
burden anil guilt of your sins forever. Condemned by the 
■ighteous judgment of God, you will remain an eternal monu- 
lept of his avenging justice ; and, excluded from his holy 
eaence, into which no unsanctified soul can intrude, you will 
niimie f?'i' ever a fearful instance of his hatred of sin. May 
11 have grace to choose the better part, that you may be 
vl'J among the true believers in Jesus Christ. May you 
awakened to a sense of the sin and danger of your present 
?, that by the mercy of God, ^ou yua-j a.vvi\i "fea ■ota-iv 
'dless misery that yawns bene.a\.\\ ^wax i«e&, 
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the next step you take in life may plunge you. May you be 
led to see and to embrace the things which belong to your 
eternal peace before they are hidden, as they soon will be, for 
ever from your eyes. 



I I 



, your faithful Friend and Pastor, 

ROBT. GREEN. 



Loti;;]ioral('y Vicarage, Jan- 36, 1842. 




